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INSURING THE VICTORY. 


A wise and skillful commander leaves no 
means unused to insure the victory. The most 
formidable weapons, the most effective organiza- 
tion, and the most carefully studied strategic 
combinations, united with bravery, and a cheer- 
ful risk of life, are a part of the preparations to 
thisend. But one thing absolutely necessary to 
make success sure, the men of the world forget; 
even Christian nations in their wars forget it; 
and doubtless our own people, in their present 
solemn and momentous conflict, have too much 
forgotten it, — that the victory is with those for 
whom God fights. It is insured by aiming at re- 
sults acceptable to him, by the use of means 
which he approves. In vain are efforts against 
him. How clearly illustrated on the pages of the 
Old Testament are these truths. The neglect of 
means on the one hand, and a presumptuous de- 
pendence upon them on the other, are to be 
avoided. 

We have taken our pen to write of spiritual 
victories, and the means to insure them, which 
are so well illustrated by carnal warfares. The 
pen of inspiration has gone before us,and writ- 
ten specific and glowing words on thie subject. 
The humblest may: read them and understand; 
and vet, practically, there is a constant failure in- 
the effurts which we make to carry them into 
effect. The reason of these failures can not be 
either the greatness of the obstacles to be over- 
come, nor the skill of the foe to be encountered. 
It is because the Christian soldier does not fight 
in strict regard to his instructions. He too often 
goes to the war at his own charges, and it is not 
strange he should fail. | 

The Christian soldier should take for the con- 
flict only the best and most approved weapons. 
The sword of the Spirit, and the shield of faith 
are well-tried weapons, devised by the Captain 
under whom he fights. Let him use these un- 
ceasingly, and tru-t them always. Let him not 
exchange for a moment his ** sword,’”’—the Word 
of God,—for words of man’s wisdom; nor let 
him suppose that a ** shield of works” will an- 
swer as well as one ‘of faith.” In carnal. war- 
fares new weapons are being constantly invent- 
ed; but the spiritual warrior must trust in no 
new inventions. To secure a good organization 
in connection with his: fellow-soldiers, let him 
unite himself with “the household of faith,” 
which is at once “*the church of the living God. 
the pillar and the ground of the truth,” and his 
militant host,—being bound to them by “ charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness.”” He will not 


‘assume a vain independence by attempting to 


fight out of the ranks only, as if he did not need 
the fellowship of the saints. 
_ He does not need to use strategy in the sense of 
a worldly wisdom, in conducting the war to a 
successful issue, but he does need wisdom, in 
managing the contest, which cometh from above; 
he will need this always, but especially in using 
the means given him to win men tothe army of 
Christ. Skillfu! combinations of all the means of 
grace area part of the wise Christian warrior’s 
method of insuring a final and perfect victory. 
And he will unite with all an unwavering 
bravery; not like Nicodemus when a.learner of 
the first principles of religion, but like him when 
he confronted Chirist’s enemies in the Sanhedrim, 
and when he, with Joseph of Arimathea, went 
in ** boldly”? and craved the body of Christ; not 
like Peter at the trial of Christ trusting in his 
own spirit. but like Peter under the Pentecostal 
baptism, who, with John, declared to the Jewish 
council that he would hearken to God rather than 
to them. Timidity is as much out of place in 
fighting for God, as presumption. God will not 
give success to a coward, though he is ever ready 
by his grace toremove cowardice, as well as all 
other traits of the natural man. All his disciples 
must be 


** Bold to take up, firm to sustain | 
The consecrated cross,” 


Again, the Christian must cheerfully risk his 
life, if necessary, that he may insure the victory ; 
not counting it dear unto him, that he may secure 
a crown of glory. In losing his life he will save 
it,—so he has nothivg tofear. Life is valuable 
only as it enables himto fight the good fight of 
faith, and to lav hold of eternal life. 

Lastly, the victory is insured when Christ is all 
in all to the warrior. 

The strength of Christ thereby becomes his 
strength, the wisdom of Christ his wisdom. 
Being one with him, the enemies of the disciple 
are the enemies of the Master, and the one can. 
not be overthrown until the other is conquered. 
Well may every Christian say in the triumphant 
language of Paul, ‘I can do all things through 
Christ, which strengtheneth me.” ‘“ Thanks beto 
God who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” And here, too, is the occasion of 
the palm-branches in the hands of the redeemed, 
waved in the presence of the Lamb, who is at 
once their atoning Sacrifice, King, and Victori- 
ous Leader. To Aim, then, ascribe the praise for 
ever and eyer. 


MARTHA’S VINEYARD CAMP-MEETING. 


LITTLE by little, through many years, has the 
camp-meeting at Martha’s Vineyard grown in 
public favor, till in the place where some thirty 
years ago a dozen tents stood, and a few score of 
worshipers sought the Lord, six hundred tents 
lift their white forms in order and in beauty 
now, and many thousands flock to the annual 
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feast. I have attended many camp-meetings, 
and in many different States; but I must say that 
in my judgment the Martha’s Vineyard ground 
surpasses whatever I have elsewhere seen in the 
quality of its surface, in its topography, and in 
the completeness of its fixtures and furniture. 
The stand is a model of neatness and conven- 
ience, and the Preachers’ House, a large building 
of three floors containing dormitories, a large 
committee-room., various offices, etc., — is nearly 
perfect in its adaptation to its purposes. Natur- 
ally, the location is one of great attractions, and 
thus altogether the place has been found so de- 
sirable, as a mere resort for pleasure, that for 
some time past, there las been annually a great 
gathering there, at the date of the camp-meeting, 
of persons whose object was simple recreation, or 
rather. perlaps, rustication. Many families go 


tents a week or two, before the camp-meeting 
begins. I see no objection to this practice at all, 
but certainly those members of the church who 
do so, ought to be fully ready when the meeting 
does begin to enter very heartily into the work 
of God. 

The reputation of the Vineyard camp-meeting, 
asa place of purely religious interest, has, how- 
ever, I believe. declined somewhat for a few years 


past, and I often hear it referred to as a religious | 


picnic. But however the facts may have been in 
regard to those matters in time past, God was 


| 
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THE FOOLISH RICH MAN, 
**God said unto him, Thou fool.” — Luke xii. ®. 


Gop said this, but doubtle-s worldly men spoke 
very dillerently. With them this man was a 
shrewd manager, to whose opinions they deferred, 
and whose conduct they complimented. He grew 
in their estimation as his barns increased in size, 
and his goods in abundance. But the wisdom of 
men is foolishness with God. He was a fool — 

First, Because, having an abundance, he at- 
tempted to grasp more (verse 18). He was 
‘rich,’ but when his ground brought forth, in 
the providence of God, abundantly, he did not 


ask what that providence meant; what good 


| deed was thereby suggested in the faithful per- 
annually to Martha’s Vineyard, and live in their 


formance of the duties of his stewardship; what 
widows and orphans needed this surplus treasure; 
to what new enterprise of benevolence it pointed; 
or, What halting religious interest waited for the 
contribution of his new crop. Nothing of the 
kind found a place in his mind or heart. His 
thoughts were wholly upon Aimsel/. Alas, how 
many such foolish rich men are yet to be found. 
Secondly, He was a fool because he allowed 
himself to connect a security of **many years”’ 
with *“*much goods,” (verse 19.) He declared to 
his soul that it had much goods, but upon what 
ground, did he add the long life? None, of 


with his people this year in power. The work of | course, and the awful summens of that very 


salvation began Sabbath afternoon, just the time | night undeceived him, as presumptuous rich men 


which many persons regard as peculiarly unpro- 
pitious for any considerable movement, in conse- 
quence of the immense throng of people on the 
ground. Seekers of religion were invited for- 
ward at the close of a sermon preached by Bro. 
Twombly, when a considerabie number presented 
themselves, of whom the greater part found 
peace. From that time the work both of pardon 
and purity went on with power. On Monday 
afternoon there were, I should judge, nearly 
forty persons forward, some secking pardon, 
others seeking entire sanctification, and nearly 
all. apparently received the desire of their 
hearts. 

From that time forth to the close of the 
meeting on Thursday morning, the work in 
both departments weut steadily on, and many 


were saved. I regret that 1 have no means of 


knowing how many, but if it went forward in 
connection with the other society tents as it did 
in the Vleasant Street New Bedford tent. under 
the care of Bro. McDonald, the number saved 
must be large indeed. 

The eminent success of this meeting proved 
very encouraging to the hearts of those who feel 
more deeply for the success of the cause of God. 
and I doubt not many such wil! go tothe ground 
next year, with renewed courage to labor in the 
cause. | G. 


Righteousness exalteth a nation. 


have often been undeceived; but an undue love 
of riches. naturally begets a false security of life. 
The idolater of riches must practically ignore 
life's brevity and uncertainty, or else his enjoy- 
ment of them would be marred. He moors him- 
self to the frail drift-wood in the rapid current of 
time, and says, I shall not be moved! 

»Tairdly, He wasa fool in his attempt to satisfy 
an immortal soul with ** much goods.”’? With him 
world'y ease and eating and drinking were to 
make a ‘‘merry’’ soul. Fool, not to know that 
these make a heavy heart. Fool, not to know 
there is no fitness in these to satisfy a nature 
made to live with angels and God, and to study 
and admire the wonderful works of creation, and 
to ponder the sublime truths of redemption for- 
ever and ever! 

1. We learn from the case of this foolish rich 
inan that the thoughts of our hearts, coucerning 
our worldly substance are judged by God. He 
only ‘‘thought within himself,’ yet he secured 
thereby the condemnation of God. Thoughts 


‘ripen into deeds, and thus they are the germs of 


a good or bad life. | 

2. We are taught to beware of ‘the solemn 
requisitions of God upon our souls. He requires 
that they should not be found loving the world, 
or things that are in the world; that, though 
riches increase, our hearts should not be set upon 
them. He requires that our hearts be made, by 
atoning blood, right with him, and that they be 
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ready at a moment’s call, for his unveiled pres- | abroad in my heart crying, ‘‘ Abba, Father.” 


ence. 
treasures for ourselves, but that we be rich toward 


God (verse 21). 


SAVED. 
“* By grace are ye saved, through faith.” — Eph. ii. 8. 


Near the close of the battle of Waterloo two offi- 
cers met amidst the dying and the dead, covered 
with the blood and dust of the conflict. ‘* The 
battle is over, and I am saved,” said one of them 
to his friend. At that moment a random shot 
struck him and killed him instantly. . ‘ The con- 
flict is over, and I am saved,” exclaimed Elijah 
Steele, an eloquent and holy young minister, who 
died at New Orleans, cut down by the yellow 
fever while laboring to bear to others who were 
the subjects of its dreadful ravages the consola- 
tions of religion. ‘‘I am saved,’’ and he threw 
up his arms in holy triumph, and expired. Death 
snatches away our temporal salvation just as we 
think we have secured it. But the holy man’s 
salvation is sealed at death. The last and greatest 
enemy of our worldly good, is the conducting 
angel to our eternal salvation. Only those are 
truly and finally saved, whe are saved “by 
grace,” ‘* through faith,’ and have continued 
steadfast unto the end. 


READY TO DIE. . 


‘“‘Iam now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith” — Paul. 2 Tim- 
othy, iv. 6,7. 

‘‘f am willing to die,” “I am not afraid to 
go,’ are very common expressions of people 
upon a sick-bed. Sometimes a protracted illness, 
accompanied by severe sufferings, cause an im- 
patience of life; numberless disappointments and 
losses beget a weariness and disgust, so that the 
sorrowing one cries out, as did the unbelieving 
Jonah, ‘‘ It is better for me to die than to live” 
But these feelings are far from proving a fitness 
to die. Neither does a calm indifference to the 
approach of the solemn hour of departure into 
the unseen world prove it. He whocan say with 
Paul at the moment of life’s close, ‘‘ Iam ready,” 
will have definite, evangelical reasons for this 
confidence, among which will be the follow- 
ing: — 

First. — A clear evidence of having been born 
again. Paul, doubtless, connected his readiness 
with that eventful period to which he effectively 
refers when pleading before Agrippa, namely, 
his experience on the way to Damascus, espe- 
cially the moment when the scales fell from his 
eyes, and he received his sight, and was filled 
with the Holy Ghost (Acts ix. 17,18). He could 
say, ‘‘ I have passed from death unto life; 1 am 
assured of this by my love for the brethren, by 
the fruits of the Spirit, which have been manifest 
in my lile, and by the spirit of the Son shed 


In a word he requires that we lay not. up_ 


Paul could poiut to the manner, the time, and 
the place of his conversion, All true Christians 
can not do this, yet all may and must know the 
fact to have an assurance that they are ready to 
die. Christians should review the evidence of 
this fact often, and cultivate an habitual assur- 
ance of its truth. 

Second. — A faithful warfare subsequent to con- 
version, is a good evidence of readiness to die. 
Some professed Christians seem to content them- 
selves with a conviction that they were once 
converted, and with the church relations, and 
the outward conformity to the requirements of 
religion growing out of this, while they do not 
fight a good fight. They live at their ease, with 
but a slight acquaintance with the weapons of 
the spiritual warfare, and less with their cflective 
use. Let not such indulge the fatal delusion that 
they are ready to die. The victory and the crown 
follow not indulgence, but the ** good fight.” 

Evidently Paul, in the maintenance of his as- 
surance, laid much stress upon the manner of his 
warfare; it was “ good”’ in spirit, in the weapons 
he used, in the end at which it aimed, and in the 
divine aid by which it was supported. 

Lastly.— The Christian prepared to leave earth 
for heaven, has ‘‘ kept the faith.’ Some affect a 
disregard of doctrinal belief, vainly assuming 
that it is only necessary .to live right. Such for- 
get that men’s faith influences their life. Paul put 
the keeping of the faith among the evidence of a 
preparation for heaven. He had exhorted Timo- 
thy to hold fast ‘‘a form of sound words,’’ and 


had commanded Titus to show, in doctrine, 


‘‘uncorruptness.”’ Not that the Christian life 
depends upon a belief in al! the points of specu- 
lative theology, but only upon “the faith once 
deiivered to the saints””—upon the faith’? — 
namely, the doctrine of Christ crucified. The 
cross, salvation through Jesus, the lamb of God, 
was the burden of Paul's preaching; and now he 
connects his soul’s fitness to enter upon his eter- 
nal state with his adherence to it in dying as well 
as living. Let no one think that he is ‘* ready” 
at such a moment who does not keep this faith. 
[t is worthy of remark that Paul’s readiness to 
die was connected with an assurance of a sublime 
and glorious future. A kingdom, a throne, and 
a crown, were his by inheritance through Christ. 


THE LAW OF THE HOUSB. 


‘“*This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the 
mountain the whole limit thereof round about shall be 
most holy. Behold, this isthe law of the house.” — Ezek. 
xlviii. 12. 

The temple described by Ezekiel in holy vision, 
refers, doubtless, not only, nor perhaps mainly to 
the temple built by the Jews after their return 
from the Babylonian captivity, but to the church 
of Christ, of which he is the foundation and 
corner-stone. Hence he says this whole temple 


and its surroundings shall be ‘* most holy”; for- 
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merly, the sanctuary only had this designation; 
but the Christian church, which is Christ’s body, 
his bride,—‘*the Lamb’s shall be su- 
premely holy,— wholly sanctified, ‘‘ without spot 
or wriukle or any such thing.’? That is, this 
shall be her privilege, and to this shall her Su- 
preme Head and Lawgiver require her to come. 
‘* This is the law of the house.” 

Let it be remembered that this law is not one 


of burdensome ceremonies, nor is ita law of works | 


of any kind for justification and holiness before 
God, but a law of love; for * love is the fulfilling 
of the law.’ Perfect love, that casteth out 
fear.” How beautiful. must the house be, thus 
ruled! 


HOLD FAST. 
* Hold that fast which thou hast.” — Rev. iii. 11. 


What hast thou? a grasp by living faith upon the 
horns of the altar? Hold tast. Thealtar alone is the 
place of safety. The avenger of blood is on thy 
track, but le can not drag thee thence, nor can 
he slay thee there. Thine own confidence in 
the altar must fail, and thou turn away for some 
other refuge, before harm can come to thee. 
Hold fast. 

What hast thou? feet resting upon Christ, 
the Rock of Ages? Remove them not thence. 


. The waters may rise and the billows roar, but 


they shall not drown thee. The Rock they can 
not move. Stand still, and see the salvation of 


God. 


What hast thou? an eye of faith fixed upoir 
the crown extended to thee, and, therefore, ‘* thy 
crown,” if thy faith fail not? Turn not that 
eye away to things more attractive to sense, be- 
Cause nearer, and ** let no man take thy crown ” 

‘Hold fast’ for a little time. Many of our 
parents in the flesh, and of our fathers and 
mothers in the church, have gone up higher. 
How rapidly have we sped thus far upon our 
journey et-raity-ward. ‘* Howsoon shall we have 
reached, yes, passed, the stream, the narrow 
stream of death.” 


“ Then, Saviour, then our soul receive, 

Transported from this vale, to live 
And reign with thee above, 

Where faith is sweetly lost in sight, 

And hope in full, supreme delight, 
And everlasting love.” 


EDITOR'S DRAWER. 


CAMP-MEETING IN IRELAND. 


WE referred last month to a camp-meeting 
held by the Wesleyan Methodists in Ireland, 
during the early part of last July. We spoke 
of it as an experiment in the use of this means 
of grace, by our Wesleyan brethren, in which 
we felt much interested. We learn from the 
Methodist, of the 3lst ult., some particulars 


of the meeting, which we lay before our 
readers. 

The interest in the meeting was such that it 
continued two weeks. Ministers, lay preachers, 
and leaders, were secured in abundance to preach 
and to conduct the penitent prayer-meetings. 
The ministers came from England, Scotland, as 
well as various parts of Ireland. On the first 
Sunday five thousand persons were computed to 
be present; on the following Sunday, eight or 
ten thousand. Most of the worshipers returned 
to their homes at the close of the evening. Peni- 
tents were invited, after the public preaching, to 
offer themselves for prayers at the forms.in front 
of che preachers’ stand. From forty to fifty came 
forward at one time. We infer,from the whole 
account copied into the Methodist, that the suc- 
cess of the meeting was such as to encourage 
further experiments of the same kind hereafter. 


| 


OUT OF EMPLOYMENT. 

Frequent reference is made to the fact that we 
are out of employment, by our friends in their 
business letters, This, it is well known, is a very 
general state of things among the people in the 
present unhappy condition of our country. We 
have taken up our pen to stir up the pure minds 
of the disciples of Christ concerning the well- 
known fact that there is work enough for all in 


Christ's vineyard,—a good Master, and ample 


and sure pay. The providence that has deprived 
you of secular business points emphatically to 
this field. You can work to advantage in the 
wrestling labor of the closet, in co-operating with 
your brethren in the social meetings, in search- 
ing out the neglecters of the public worship, and 
of the Sunday school; and in going from house 
to house doing good both to the souls and bodies 
of men. Absolute idleness, or an unprofitable 
syuandering of time in trifling conversation or 
reading is as great a sin now as ever. We beg 
all who love God, not to fall into this snare of 
the devil. Christ's cause never needed earnest 
and believing laborers more than now, and never 
was there a promise of a greater harvest,—a 


harvest of souls saved from sin and eternal . 


death. 


ARTICLES ON CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, 


We welcome these at all times. Why not then, 
some of our readers may inquire, publish more 
of them? Our reply is this: We receive many 
Mss. on the subject, but there is a common and 
fatal error in the manner in which they are 
written. They are too lengthy, and mixed np 
with irrelevant matter. We make for our con- 
tributors the following suggestions. 1. Write 
briefly as consistent with a clear statement of 
your experience of perfect love. 2. In order to 
do this, omit all reference to your general ex- 
perience, except to state the fact and evidence of 
your antecedent conversion. 38. If you are un- 


used to the pen, write the best you can, and 
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get a competent friend to revise it, and then let 
it be rewritten before sending it to the press. 

We have several excellent articles on hand, 
embodying rich experiences, but they need to be 
wholly rewritten to be suitable for our magazine. 
This it is impracticable fur the editors to do. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


THE LITTLE ONE, 
Matt. xix. 13-15. 


AND is it true what I am told, 

That there are lambs within the fold 
Of God’s beloved Son, — 

That Jesus Christ, with tender care, 

Will in his arms most gently bear 
The helpless little one?” 


O yes! I’ve heard my mother say, 

He never sent a child away 
That scarce could walk or run; 

For when the parent’s love besought 

That he would teach the child she brought, 
He blessed the ‘ little one.” 


And I, a little, straying lamb, 
- May come to Jesus as I am, 
Though goodness I have none; 
May now be folded to his breast, 
As birds within the parents’ nest, 
And be his * little one.”’ 


And he can do all this for me, 
Because in sorrow on the tree 

lle once for sinners hung; 
And having washed their sins away, 
He now rejoices, day by day, 

To cleanse the ‘little one.” 


Others there are who love me too; 
But who, with all their love, can do 
What Jesus Christ has done? 
Then, if he teaches me to pray, 

I’}] surely go to him and say, 
‘* Lord, bless thy ‘ little one.’ ”’ 


Thus, by this gracious Shepherd fed, 
And by his mercy gently led» 
Where living waters run,— 
My greatest pleasure will be this, 
That I'm a little lamb of his 
Who loves the ‘ little one.” 


LITTLE GEORGIE’S PRAYER. 


Little Georgie, an interesting boy of four sum- 
mers, had been taught by his mother to pray, 
and she had often told him that to pray to God 
was to talk to him, and tell him just what we 
wanted. At night, after he had repeated the 
Lord’s prayer, he was accustomed to make a 
short prayer of his own, in which his childish 
wants were expressed in his own words. Though 


Georgie was generally a very good boy, and 
loved his parents most tenderly, yet it sometimes 
happened that he needed correction; for, like al} 
children, he liked to have his own way. 

One day, being unwilling to yield to his 
mother’s wishes, she was obliged to punish him, 
for she did not wish her little boy to grow upa 
wicked and unruly son. At night, win it was 
time for himto repeat his prayer, be could not 
forget his naughty actions; and, as he had been 
taught, he talked to God about it in the following 
manner, feeling all the while very serious, though 
his language was so childish: ‘‘O Lord! bless 
Georgie, and make him a good boy; and don’t 
let him be naughty agaim, never, 10 never; be- 
cause you know when he is naughty /e sticks to 
itso!” 

Would it not be well for some of my little 
readers to make use of * Georgie’s prayer?” 


BOOK NOTICE. 


‘A MEMOIR OF DANIEL SAFFORD.” By his 
Wife. American Tract Society, 28 Cornhill, Boston. 


A well-written biography of a most excellent 
man. Deacon Safford was one of a class of New 
England men whose character is more profitable 
for the study and imitation of young men than 
any other. From the*humbler walks of life, a 
blacksmith by trade, he rose, by diligent applica- 
tion to his business, and by the force of his moral 


| and religious character, to a position ot wealth 


and influence which a prince might envy. Unlike 


|} most men of worldly thrift who have risen from 


humble beginnings, Mr. Safford retained to the 
last hie godly simplicity and humbleness of mind. 
He sought to be like bis Master in his abundant 
acts of beneficence to his fellow-men. In the 
early part of his business life, being surprised by 
the possession of forty-five thousaiud dollars, he 
resolved that he would never be worth more than 
that sum. This promise he faithfully kept. All 
his income, after defraying the expenses of an 
unostentatious style of living, he devoted to 
charitable purposes. He gave, at times, large 
sums, but he by no means confined himself to 
this mode of dispensing his bounties. In the list 
of his gifts appended to the memoir, are fre- 
quent entries such as the following: ‘‘ Poor old 
man, $5 00;” “* Poor man, $29,00;** ** Poor widow, 
$10 00;°’ Colored woman, #10."" The amount 
given away in thirty years was about $71,000. 
But Mr. Safford did not confine himself to this 
method of glorifying God. He was ready for 
every good work. The consequence was that 
much good fruit of his labors was apparent dur- 
ing his life, and, doubtless, much more will ap- 
pear after many days. 

The volume is one of that class of books which 
every warm Christian desires to see scattered 
through the land as plentifully as the autumn 
leaves. 
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innate with angels, and it was so with 
Adam, before the fall. Hence, bad Adam 
retained his innocency, he would, as we 
must suppose, have transmitted his charac- 
ter to his posterity, it being an element of 


ON HUNGERING AND THIRST- 
ING AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


A SERMON BY THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst. 
after righteousness; for they shall be filled. 


Matt. v. 6. far otherwise. However holy he may be- 
Tess are the words of Christ. They come, and however long and constantly 
occur, as you are aware, in the Sermon on he may practice the duties of a holy life, 
the Mount. They are what has been) still, holiness is a derived and foreign ele- 
called the fourth beatitude, or benedic-. ment in his character; it never becomes 
tion, pronounced by the Saviour in that. innate, never transmissible. Righteousness 
sermon. ‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit. i real, in the soul of a holy man, as the 
Blessed are they that mourn. Blessed light is real in this earth, naturally dark. 
are the meek,” said he; and then he said,; The earth would relapse into a dungeon 
“ Blessed are they which do hunger and instantly, were it shut away from the sun. 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be , So the soul of a holy man retains its spir- 
filled.” In these words the Saviour inti-  itual light and life by continual receipts of 
mates that the very desire for eminent at- grace from another, even from our Lord 
tainments in piety is a state of mind upon Jesus Christ, the Sun of righteousness. 
which rests the special benediction of, 3- Righteousness is inward and outward. 
God. I wish to employ the present hour | Inward righteousness we call holiness, and 
in calling your attention to the terms this is what the text particularly refers 
which compose this precious verse of to, since that for which a man hungers 


his nature. With man, since the fall, it is 


God's word. JVhat ts the “ righteousness ” 
of this text? 
thirst after righteousness?” and why are’ 
they blessed who “do hunger and thirst. 
after righteousness ?” 

I. What are we to understand by the 
term righteousness in this TEXT ? 

1. The word comes of the word right, and 
when applied to character, means right in 
a moral or religious sense. Your watch 
may be right, but cannot be righteous. 
If your heart is right it is righteous. 


The word righteous is synonomous with 


the word upright, when the latter term is 
applied to character; and the meaning of 
upright is right-up,— not prostrate, not in- 
clined, not bowed, but exactly perpen- 
dicular, with the earth under foot, and 
the head to the heavens. God made man 
upright ; his body a type for ever of his 
righteous soul. 

2. Righteousness i is or derived. 
- With God righteousness is original. Ina 


far different sense, and yet in the sense I 


here intend, righteousness is original and 
9 


What is it to “ hunger ont 


and thirsts is something which he will 


take inwardly if he gets it, and that with 
which a man is filled, is something he has 
‘received into his nature. It is that inte- 
rior purification, correction, and adjust- 
ment of the man that brings him into a 
divine harmony and agreement with the 
mind of God, and makes the soul a min- 
iature likeness or image of its heavenly 
Father. The agreement between the 
mind of God and ‘the mind of a holy man 
is substantially the agreement between 
the type and the page which it prints, — 
between the seal and the image it leaves 
in the wax, between your face and what 
you lately saw in the glass; the one being 
the impression or taking of the other. 
Outward or exlernal righteousness, the 
outward expression or exhibition of right- 
eousness in the life of a holy man. The 
relation between inward and outward 
righteousness is substantially the relation 
between the tree and the fruit which it 
bears ; between the fountain and the stream 
| which runs out of it; or between the 


| 


— ain, 


Geen 


| 
| 
¢ 
) 
4 
| 
{ 


134 GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


wheel-work in the clock, and the hands on 
its face, these latter telling the time truth- 
fully, because of the completeness of the 
adjustment within. 

This, I take it, is the true ideaof Chris- 
tian character; a right life as the natural 
and unconstrained result of a right heart. 
Just here many in the churches err habit- 
ually, and, I fear, many of them fatally. 
They confine their attention to the outer 
life, and lose sight of the inner. They do 
not mark and guard and nourish their own 
piety at the fountain-head. Hence, the 
history of thousands in the church is 
the history of a lifelong effort to make 
the stream rise above the fountain ; 
to put the outward and apparent out 
of all proportion with the inward and 
the real in their own character. God 
never begins at a man’s finger-ends to re- 
form him; never undertakes to make a 
good man out of a bad man, by a process 
of mere retrenchment and the lopping 
away of excrescences of the outer life. 
He never trims up thistles to make them 
bear figs, but goes directly to the fountain- 
head of intuition and impulse within the 
man, and lays the foundation for a right 
life in the adjustment and purification of 
the heart. This is righteousness and true 
holiness. This is man in the image of 
God, and in complete sympathy with his 
government, “man on earth, devoted to 
the skies,” and bearing the family mark 
of heaven. 

Il. Wuat 1s IT TO HUNGER AND 
THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS ? 

It is to be strongly desirous for holiness 
of heart and life ; to be inspired with an 
ambition for eminent attainments in piety. 

1. This desire of the soul for holiness is to 
be distinguished from a desire to be thought 
eminently pious. It is not uncommon to 
see persons quite desirous of being re- 
garded as deeply pious, who, nevertheless, 
do not appear to be putting forth their 
utmost exertions to reach the high stand- 
ard they often speak of. A man thor- 
oughly in earnest to make an acquisition, 


is usually little concerned about the mere 
reputation of having made it. Here, for 
instance, isa man who has an ambition to 
be worth a large fortune. He is already, 
I will suppose, possessed of a very consid- 
erable property. Now tell him that you 
think him rich enough already; that he 
has much more money than most men 
ever obtain, and that great wealth brings 
with it great cares, and all that, and 
though your speech is essentially based in 
the truth, yet you are in conflict with one 
of the principles on which mind acts, and 
you may be assured that your friend is 
annoyed rather than pleased with your 
talk. 

As with the man of money, just so with 
the man of study. He whose soul is 
hungry for knowledge is never pedantic ; 
never solicitous to make a great show of 
the attainments he has made. He loves 
truth. He is mining after it; and when 
he reaches a new truth, one of broader . 
and deeper significance than he had be- 
fore, his soul exults in a sweet sense of 
larger room. It is not the desire to be 
thought learned, but the desire to know 
that impels such a mind. So aman really 
hungering and thirsting after righteous — 
ness, can never be satisfied with a relig- 
ious compliment. He loaths sin; he 
pants for purity; his heart longsand cries © 
after God,— the living God. The vision 
of his soul has been of holiness; his spirit 
feels the drawings of the Father, and all 
his nature waits and yearns for the hal- 
lowing baptism. Oh, might it fall on us 
now. ‘Spirit of burning, come.” 

2. This desire for an experience of the 
deep things of God, is not a mere desire 
to escape hell, or reach heaven, though 
these, in their place, are proper motives 
enough; but is rather the desire of a dis- 
ciple to get nearer his Lord, the desire of 
a child of God to possess more fully and 
more clearly all the lineaments of the 
divine family. 

8. The strength of the desire which a 
soul should feel for holiness deserves at- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 | 


HUNGERING AND THIRSTING AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. 135 


tention. In nature, all things attract in | his soul continues to hunger and thirst after 
proportion to their amount of matter ; and | righteousness. No! Such men are look- 
in the kingdom of grace, it is God’s order |ing up. They are not the men to be tak- 
that all things should attract the soul as | ing small liberties withtheir own conscien- 
they are of relative value. The meta- | ces, and venturing out little by little, upon 
phor of a hungry man is a very strong doubtful or forbidden, ground, inquiring 
one. No appetite so completely controls still, what is the least amount of grace which 
man as hunger when it is aroused by long- | may possibly bring asoultoheaven. Their 
continued deficiency of food. A hungry tendencies are all the other way. They 
man will have food if food can be had. | ‘stand in the way to see and ask for the 
Nothing but impassible barriers will keep old paths,” and hasten to walk therein, 
him from his object. “Blessed are they and they do find rest unto their souls. 


who do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness,” said the Saviour, using both the 
terms, hunger and thirst, as. though he 
would have us feel the force of his meta- 
phor, and then he has put the whole in 
the intensive, by adding the particle, do, 
“ Blessed are they who do hunger and 
thirst.” 

A mere occasional wish that I were a 
better Christian will not suffice. Holli- 
ness must become the object, the great ob- 
ject, the sole object of pursuit; and all 
the soul’s affections and desires must 
center upon it. Never, till the soul can 
look forth on a whole life of complete 
deadness to the world, and of entire con- 


secration to God, amid crosses and labors better with them than it was. 
giving way. 


and trials and sacrifices, for his name's 
sake, ¢ 
with calmness and even with delight, does © 


it come fully up to the Saviour’s idea of 


hungering and thirsting after righteousness. 
O, my brother, let your soul cry out, 
this hour — 


** Nothing beside my God I want, 
Nothing in earth or heaven. 


‘* My heart-strings groan with deep complaint, 
My flesh lies. panting, Lord, for thee, 
And every limb and every joint 
Stretches for perfect purity.”’ 


Ill. Wy ARE THEY BLESSED WHO 
DO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS ? 

1. They are blessed because they are pre- 
served from all tendency to backslide or 
retrograde in piety. 

No man loses ground, spiritually, while 


2. They are blessed because they grow in 


grace. 


Such men are prosperous Christians. 
They may have their discouragethents, 
and their hours of perplexity and sadness, 


but they are gaining on their enemy. 


They are leaving the things that are be- 
hind, and reaching forth to those that are 
before. They get new victories over the 
world and over themselves. In their 
struggles in prayer for purity, they get 
new views of the strength of sin, the value 
of holiness, and the preciousness of Christ. 
These men are “leaving the principles.” 
They are stru 
really they are gaining ground. It is 
The enemy 
They are making progress. 


and command a wider horizon, and look 
out on broader, greener, richer fields. 
Truly, ’tis blessed thus to grow in grace, 
and, therefore, ’tis blessed to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. 

3. Lhey are blessed because they have an 
interesting experience. 

Noman makes progress in piety who does 
not, in some proper, tangible sense, hunger 
for it, and it therefore happens that the man 
who does not aim to make advancements, 
and labor earnestly for them, will find his 
fife a perpetual repetition of the primary ex- 
periences, and his recitals of his religious 
travels will at length come to possess not 
more interest than the still-repeated tales 
of some man who has spent a lifetime in 
frequent journeyings to the next town 


ggling for a higher life, and. 
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and back. Not so the man of elevated 
aims in piety. It is refreshing to hear 
one of these earnest travellers to mount 
Zion give the incidents of the way. There 
is a manifest defining of the whole tone 
of his piety. His life is fresh and vigor- 
ous. His thoughts of God enlarge. He 
expresses clearer, larger views of gospel 
salvation than he did. O, ’tis delightful 
to talk with a man whose sdul is hunger- 
ing alter God. Many a time have I held 
sweet counsel with such an one, till my 
heart has burned within me. 

4. They are blessed because they are use- 
ful. 

True, a member of the church may 
be useful, in some respects, and in some 
degree, who exhibits little of this “ hun- 
ger ;”—but what I mean is, that the very 
fact that a man hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness will produce good resuks. 
There is a fervor about such a man, a 
certain gentleness of spirit, a tenderness 
of conscience, a spirit of contrition, low- 
liness, and humility, which, conjointly, 
make his whole life a ministry of instruc- 
tion to those who know him. 

5. Linally, they are blessed because they 
shall be filled. | 

Thank God for making success certain 
here. Ican’t afford to fail here. I must 
be holy or never enter heaven, and Jesus, 
who knows all about it, pledges his verac- 
ity that I shall have success, where alone 
to fail would be to lose all for ever. I 
may plant my field and fail of a harvest. 
I may send forth my wares on the deep, 
and they may all go to the bottom. I 
may seek an education, and failing health 
or want of funds or friends may defeat 
my plans, but thanks be to God the 
feeblest one in the church who determines 
on a life of holiness shall succeed in spite 
of earth or Satan,— “ they shail be filled.” 
It is the promise of God. Hear it, ye 
fainting ones, who have looked at your- 
selves and at your difliculties till your 
heart almost says, “It cannot be.” Now 
loek the other way awhile. Look at the 


promise, and look at your Almighty Sa- 
viour, and remember — 


His every word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies; 

The power that moves the stars along, 
Speaks all the promises. 


“ But can it mean me ?” says one. “I 


am but a beginner in religion; a recent 
‘convert.” Yes, my brother, my sister, 
it means you, and it means you emphati- 
cally. Take hold of the promise now, 
right earnestly. Depend upon it you will 
more easily and readily enter into the rest 


date in your life. 

“ But,” says another, ‘“ my domestic 
circumstances are unfriendly to a high 
state of piety.” I answer, if that be 
| really so, it is true that your circumstan- 
ces are unfriendly to any state of piety, 
and’ the case is simply this. You have 
some obstacles to face in living a Chris- 
tian life, and holiness is the very thing 
you need to enable you to meet and con- 
quer your foes. Besides, the Saviour 
knows all about your difficulfies, and 
made the promise in full view “of them. 
Be encouraged, my brother, my sister, 
the promise is for you. ‘The blessing is 
yours. Jesus bought it for you. He 
waits to bestow it. Look up! Believe! 
He is drawing nigh. He joins almighty 
power with infinite willingness to save; 
therefore cast yourself now, once for all, 
on the atonement for full salvation. 

“ But,” says another,-“my difficulties 
are of another type altogether. I havea 
nature peculiarly difficult to manage. It 
seems to me there never was a heart 
besides my own, so fuil of pride, self-will, 
unbelief, and every hateful thing. I can 
believe for everybody else, but it seems 
too much to believe that such a heart as 
mine can be so completely changed, sub- 
dued, and cleansed, and filled with meek- 
ness and love.” Ah, my dear friend, I 
can appreciate your deep distress. I well 
remember the time when, in agony of 


spirit, I cried out, O God! this depraved. 


of full salvation now than at any later . 
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heart seems a strange compound of brutal! bath services are attended in the same 
and infernal natures! Is it not a match) way. The soul lacks appetite for spiritual 
for Omnipotence ? Can it ever be con- food, and though it gets some instruction 
quered ? It was not many minutes after, it fails to get grace. There are multitudes 
that the Lord showed me that it is quite of men and women in the church who 
as easy for him to fill a little human heart have not had a meal in three. months! 
as it is for the Atlantic to filla wineglass and oh what faintness there is in the 
which is thrown into it. Oh plunge, my ranks of Zion in many places. May the 
dear brother, into the Atlantic of his; Lord speedily revive the work of holiness 
love, and lose your soul in the infinite in the churches. Amen. 

abyss. God is love. Come, prove his | 
willingness. God is almighty. Hasten to. 
prove his power. | 


ADVICE TO THOSE PROFESSING 
PERFECT LOVE. 


CONCLUSION. 
BY J. A. WOOD. 


1. “Blessed are they that hunger.” It 
is a blessed thing to have a craving, sharp | — What advice would you give those 
appetite. { wouldn't like to be hungry, professing holiness? 
indeed, if I were ona plank in mid ocean,| 1. Keep up a daily, or rather perpet- 
or wandering in Sahara; but sitting down ual, consecration of all toGod. Search 
to a well-filled table I like to feel hungry, and surrender, and re-search and sur- 
and it is especially good to feel a strong render again, and keep every vestige 
appetite when we sit down to such a table | of self upon the altar, under the con- 
as our heavenly Father spreads. suming, sin-destroying flame. Sanctifica- 

2. On the other hand, loss of appetite tion can not exist a moment without keep- 
is a great misfortune. Solomon says, “ Ife ing all upon the altar. “ Submit your- 
that will not work, neither shall he eat;” selves, therefore, to God.” 
and nature has long since decided, “he 2. Remember the life of the Christian 
that does not eat, can not work.” How isa life of faith. You were justified by 


soon a man becomes a helpless invalid faith, you ‘were sanctified by faith, and 
when his appetite goes. You fail to take. you must stand by faith. There must 
your meals for a single day and you are be acontinuous act of faith. The faith of 
laid aside. No matter how many men_ the sanctified soul becomes, in a sense, a 
you have employed or how pressing the | state of his mind,— a habitude of his 
business may be just now, if you can not ‘soul. You must give up all idea of re- 
eat, you can not work. Here is the difli- sisting temptation, or of acceptably per- 


culty with multitudes in the church. They forming any service for Christ by the 


have lost their appetite. They go to the mere force of your own resolutions. This _ 


closet when it is time to go, but though is to be your victory, ‘even your faith.” 
they repeat their prayers, there is no “ The life which I now live in the flesh I 
longing after God. No fervent wrestling live by the faith of the Son of God.” 

in prayer for the coming of the baptism,; 3. You must acquire the habit of 
and the soul receives only the incidental living by the minute. Take care of the 
good of keeping upa valuable habit. The | present moment. ‘Trust in God now. 
same principle obtains at the family altar. Do God’s will now. Do not offend God 
The duty is done, and a valuable indirect | now. .You are to act fur the future ; 
blessing comes of it to the household; but) but act by the minute. “ Be careful 
the end is not reached, because it is not|for nothing; but in every thing, by 
sought with earnestness of heart. Sab-| prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
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giving, let your requests be made known 
unto God.” 

4. Live in the constant use of all the 
ordinary and instituted means of grace,— 
prayer, meditation, studying the Scrip- 
tures, the sacrament. “ They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they shall run and not be weary; and 
they shall walk and not faint.” 

5. Do all you do in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and to the glory of God. 
The Saviour expects you to eat, drink, 
dress, spend your time, talents, and 
property, and transact your business, 
with reference to the same objects for 


which you pray, read your Bible, and) 


worship God. ‘ Whether, therefore, ye 
eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” 

6. Avoid sinful lightness and levity on 
the one hand, or moroseness on the other. 
Be cheerful, but not frivolous and vain ; 
sorrowful, but not sour or gloomy. Main- 
tain the dignity, the purity, and the sanc- 
tity of the Christian character. “ Be 
sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, 
in charity.” 

7. Cultivate the deepest reverence in 
your approaches and addresses to God. 
Never allow yourself to use light or 
irreverent expressions of God, or of his 
great work, however joyful or ecstatic 
you may be. 
Holy Ghost;” therefore be careful, and 
walk softly before God. “I am the 
almighty God; walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.” | | 

8. Study the Bible. Be a Bible Chris- 
tian. 
ness in theory, in experience, and in prac- 
tice. Make yourhonesty, justice, veracity, 
and self-denial harmonize with the teach- 
ings of the Bible. Avoid encouraging 
others, or seeking yourself, any mystical 


experience not explicitly taught in the 


Bible. Be satisfied with increasing love, 
power, and communion with God, and 
avoid all those mystical things, and un- 


You are ‘a temple of the: 


Let your holiness be a Bible holi- | 


scriptural isms, which have wrought disas- 
trously against the doctrines of holiness. 
‘‘ Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life.” | 


‘‘ Blessed Bible! how I love it! 
How it doth my bosom cheer! | 
What hath earth like this to covet? 
O, what stores of wealtb are here! 


‘‘ Yes, sweet Bible! I will hide thee 
Deep, yes, deeper in this heart; 
Thou through all my life wilt guide me, 
And in death we will not part.” 


9. Redeem your time. IJmitate the. 
example of Christ; rise early in the 
morning, and while others are slumber- 
ing around you, pray, “search the Scrip- 
tures,” and commune with God. Make 
every day, hour, moment, tell upon your 
best interests and the cause of God, — 
“redeeming the time because the days 
are evil.” 

10. Acquire the habit of constantly 
watching against sin. The tempter is a 
vigilant and insidious foe, ever on the 
alert, and full of artifice. In an un- 
guarded moment you may lose what has 
cost you years of toil, and what you may 
never be able to regain. “Therefore 
let us not sleep, as do others; but let 
us watch, and be sober.” : 

11. You must absolutely refuse to com-. 
ply with temptation, under any circum- 
stances, or to any degree. In the great- 
est temptations a resolute No, and a 
single look to Christ, will suffice to over- 
come the wicked one. In the strength 
of God, you must say No to the tempter, 
every time. Be careful, and distinguish 
between temptation and sin. 

(1.) A sinful impression or suggestion, 
resisted till it disappears, is temptation 
and only temptation,— not sin. 

(2.) A sinful suggestion, courted or 
tolerated, or at length complied with, is 
sin. “ Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.” | 

12. Endeavor to preserve a perfect con- 
sistency between your profession and 


practice. Your profession will raise 
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reasonable expectations which you must 
meet. Be exemplary in all things. Be 
careful about small matters, and “abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” Mr. Wes- 
ley says, “ He that neglects little things 
shall fall little by little.” “I, therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.” 

13. Be sure that your profession of 
holiness is vindicated in your life by all 
“the fruit of the Spirit.” As it can not 
be taken simply upon its own strength, it 
will go for nothing without “ the fruit of 
the Spirit.” “The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance.” 

14. Be careful how you consider im- 
pulses and impressions as the teachings 
of the Spirit. We are to be “ led by the 
Spirit,” but it is principally by its il- 

: so The man who is led by the 
spirit is filled, not with impulses and im- 
pressions, but with light. At least, never 
allow any impulse to lead you to any 
course not in perfect harmony with thie 
Bible. | 

Mr. Wesley says: “ Some charge their 
own imaginations on the will of God, 
and that not written, but impressed on 


their hearts. If these impressions be 


received as the rule of action instead of 
the written Word, I know nothing so) 
wicked or absurd but what we may fall; 
into, and that without remedy.”, “ For 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God.” 


ConsciENCE IN TriFLEs. — “It is! 
dangerous to act contrary to conscience in 
little things, as well as great. It is tempt- 
ing God to withdraw his Holy Spirit. 
That way of persuading ourselves which 
we are apt to practice when inclined to 
a thing which the first simple suggestions 
of conscience opposes, is to be carefully 


watched against; —~yet we seem not to 


be deceived either, but to see as if it were 
out of the corner of our eye the right all | 
the while.” — Wilberforce’s Life, vol. ui. 
108. | 


(Original.] 


THE BROKEN REED AND THE | 
STAFF OF FAITH. | 


BY C. W. 


I saw, amid the pilgrim throng of life, 
Pressed on, reluctant, toward its dreaded close, 
An aged traveler; weary and sad, 
Worn with the weight of many a toilsome year, 
He sighed fur rest. A staff was in his hand | 
On which he longed to lean, as, faint and sick, 
And trembling with alarm, he tottered on, | 
Unwillingly, to meet the fearful tide. 
Alas! his staff is but a broken reed, | 
And pierces through with many a sorrow now, 
Him whothrough Jife hath worshiped at its shrine. 
I saw his agony, while onward borne 
By Time's resistless might toward the stream 
He dared not pass. I hastened to his side 
And told him of a staff that never fails, 
But guides its bearer safe o’er Jordan’s wave 
To realms of bliss. I begged him cast away 
His worthless reed, and take the staff of faith. 
‘¢Too late,” alas! he cried with bitterness, 
* Too late I feel the weakness of my staff. — 
must I go alone?” While yet he spake . 
The angry tide came on. One stifled cry 
Of wild despair I heard, as “neath the waves 
Hie sank,— when all was still. 

T looked again, 
And toward the stream with firm and steady step 
And eye fixed on the other shore, came one 
By Jesus called. Leaning upon her staff, 
The staff of faith and love, though young in years 
Onward she boldly sped. No lingering look 
Betrayed one fearful doubt, but notes of praise 
And joyous hallelujahs flodted back 
To earth, as safely o’er the stream she passed. 
I wept, as died away that heavenly strain, 
I wept, but not for her; for well I knew 
That one whose heart and life had been so pure, 
Who in her Saviour’s steps so long had trod, . 
Must with the blest and holy ever dwell. 
But, O, I wept while gazing at the crowd 
Of pilgrim life, to see how few, alas! i: Fl 
In all this mighty throng, had chosen her staff, | 
The only guide that bears to life and heaven. ; 4 
O, should my feeble voice reach some poor soul — | 
That’s struggling on in weariness and pain, ) 
Trusting in earthly gods, and wiles of men, 
And yet afraid to meet the God of heaven, 
iow would I beg of him to lean alone 
Upon the staff of faith in Jesus blood. 
On this alone the soul can rest in peace, 
With this alone can ford the stormy wave 
Of Jordan’s flood, and rise to worlds of light, 
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[Original.] 
CONSECRATION. 


BY GEORGE H. HOLTZMAN. 


Fairu has not lacked for expositors. 
What society so poor that has not. its 
(though perhaps solitary) champion for 
simple, clinging, cleansing faith? Conse- 
cration is not so generally treated of. To 
one who has learned the way of faith, it 
seems strange that all can not compre- 
hend with ease its nature and exercise; 
and it would be strange but for a vital 
fact, too often overlooked by both teach- 
er and pupil, namely, that the latter has 
not yet been led to “present himself a: 
living sacrifice to God.” Efforts, under 
such auspices, may be said to be like try- 
ing to initiate a blind man in the use of 
the telescope. His blindness unperceived 
and uncured, he will seem dumb indeed. 

Faith seems, to such, a precipitous 
mountain. He approaches its base, and 
gazes wistfully up its inaccessible sides, 
but without a prospect of getting further. 
But possessing the key, — entire consecra- 


_tion,— he enters easily into a narrow and 


safe way, through all obstacles, to the 
plains beyond. 
What is it to consecrate self to God ? 
Generally speaking, it is the serious 
recognition of that startling truth, “ Ye 
are not your own, for ye are bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s,”— and the deliberate compliance 
with the earnest injunction, “I beseech 
you, therefore, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice to 
God, which is your reasonable service.” 
In thus acting, however, or rather in en- 
deavoring to meet these terms, peculiar 
difficulties attend each one striving thus 
to present himself. 
There must be a struggle with nature, 
on account of some member which it is 
necessary to “cut off,” or “ pluck out,” 


and cast away. With some, it is a hand; 


with others, a foot or an eye. Sometimes 
it is an idol, which must be thrown down 
and demolished ; and, sometimes, a heavy 
cross which we must become willing to 
have fitted to our backs to be borne, un- 
flinchingly, through life. With many, 
this struggle is prolonged and painful. 
It is of all periods the most momentous 
during life. God’s Spirit aids, by pre- 
senting before the longing soul the blessed 
consequences of victory, in this hfe and 
the life to come. Satan, fully alive to 
the importance of defeating the Holy 
Spirit in this life-conflict, plies, unceas- 
ingly, his most artful suggestions. 

The individual is umpire. He is con- 
scious of the awful -responsibility, and 
the power he must admit he has, of de- 
ciding the point. The diseased limb is 
bared to his perception. The surgeon 
stands ready to do his dread office. Life 
depends on submitting to the knife. The 
patient must pronounce his own sentence! 
Now, Christian, is the moment big with 
your fate. Summon all your courage and 
strength. Weigh the things of time and 
sense along with a swift approaching eter- 
nity, and decide resolutely for God. Make © 
no compromise ; let all goat once; leave 
no part of the question open, to be settled 
hereafter, — for these are the enemy’s last 
cards. 

If thus, in the strength of grace, you 
will give yourself to God, without reserve ; 
covenanting to serve no longer yourself, 
in anything, but to walk in all his holy 
commandments, blameless,— the problem 
of your salvation will appear to you as 
essentially worked out. The power of 
Satan is now broken. These lines will 
have some meaning to you — 


‘Tis done, the great transaction’s done,— 
Iam my Lord’s, and heismine— * - 


And now, while you add, with a calm 
sense of security — 


‘* Now vest, my long-divided heart,— 
Fixed on this blissful centre, rest —”’ 


whom will you want to teach you faith? 
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QO, how easily your soul will glide into 
the sweet rest of faith when thus conse- 
crated. It become the soul’s e/ement,— 
just as water for fishes, and air for birds. 

There are probably exceptions to this 
rule of faith, as an almost necessary and 
immediate consequence of a full surren- 
der. Surely, Mr. John Wesley was wholly 
dedicated to God, and living with an eye 
single to his glory, long before his heart 
was “strangely warmed,” during a cer- 
tain service in London, after his return 
from America. But how rare these cases, 
especially in these days, when the theory 
of faith is so well understood. 

We may well assume, therefore, that 
many, who have long been groping their 
way in search of the rest of faith, have 
great need to be exhorted tc * present 
themselves,” in the fullest sense, to God, 
before expecting to be able to exercise 
that faith that cleanseth from all impurity, 
and imparts the power to live continually 
in the loving smile of our Father in 
heaven. 


(Original.] | 
EXPERIENCE CONCERNING AN 
IMPORTANT DUTY. 


BY MKS. H. A. CROUCH. 


In like manner also, that women adorn them- 
selves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness 
and sobriety, not with broidered hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array; but, which becometh wo- 
men professing godliness, with good works.’’—1l 
Tim. ii. 9, 10.. 


Au ! is it so, that dress that may be be- 


coming to the gay worldling, to the votary 
of fashion, is not becoming to women pro- 


fessing godliness ? Call not that a matter 


of indifference, or of small importance, 
which God hath noticed in his Word, and 
concerning which he hath given com- 
mandment. Reader, be not in haste to 
turn away to some subject that may be 
more congenial to your taste, and I will 
tell you how the Spirit hath led me. 

I held in my hand the muslin fabric, — 
stitching, stitching, from hour to hour. 


Quick steps I heard in the other room, 
and thought with pity of my mother, who 
took too many during the day. Books lay 
upon the table. Indeed, I had no time to 
study, now. I thought of the closet up- 
stairs; too seldom its door was opened, 
too quickly shut, — and the clock, with its 
rapid tick, tick, measured the flying mo- 
ments, and struck off the hours. 

“ Would I lay the needless aside ? — 
Would I redeem the time, — those pre- 
cious blood-bought moments?” It was 
the voice of the Spirit that spoke so low. 
. The dress does not make the heart right. 
“True; but a holy heart makes the dress 
right.” 

But Ido not take pride in these things. 
Indeed, I do not care for them; I wear 
iiem, and do not think of them. 

“ Lay them aside, and see if it costs you 
no struggle.” 

Why then has God given us a taste for 
dress, if we are not to exercise it ? 

Do not think I held this controversy 
with the Spirit while I sat there, throw- 
ing priceless, blood-bought time away up- 
on a bit of muslin. No: though for hours 
I warred; stitching all the faster, that I 
might get threugh and no longer hear 


| that reproving voice ; — and after a while 


the holy Dove folded its wings, no longer 
over my heart, but spread them, and was 
away ; and I—“J hoped to gain the skies !” 

Again, in after days, I heard its whis- 
perings. I would divest myself of all this 
conformity to the world, could I see it 
plainly to be a duty to do so. Plainly, as 
if a hand should write it out in letters of 
fire upon the dark wall ; plainly, as if an 
audible voice should say, * Thus and thus 
shalt thou do.” In short, plainer than 
God’s Word makes it; louder than the 


S:irit speaks it. I did not think a great 


deal upon the subject; but every time I 
went to pray, right before me, right be- 
tween my soul and God, these worldly — 
trappings would come, struggle as I would 
to banish them from my mind, try as I 
would to worship God. No possible effort 
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that I could put forth would drive these 
“little things” from my mind. 

It must be either the evil one or else 
the Spirit of God, which is so working 
upon my heart. The devil does not care 

| how much like the world I am; then it 
ig ti must be the Spirit of God. The Spirit 
££ and the word agree. Then to the word 
@ and the testimony. 
fiom | In this perplexity I opened the Bible: 
, My eyes fell upon this: “In like manner 
also, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety, not with broidered hair, or gold, 
or pearls, or costly array ; but, which be- 
cometh women professing godliness, with 
good works.” I closed the Bible. Strange, 
strange, indeed, I thought. Is this the 
word of God to me ?—I could wish it 

had been otherwise. 

What person, whose will is not the will 
of God; but would ask some surer sign ? 
I will open the Bible again; perchance, 
my eyes shall rest upon something differ- 

-ent. So, open came the Bible, right upon 
-this: “Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel, but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
_ God of great price. For after this man- 
ner, in the old time, the holy women also 
who trusted in God, adorned themselves,” 


tain me in error, I plainly saw. God 
would not leave me with excuse. Then 
the narrowness of the way was opened to 
my vision. I saw the highway, the way 
of holiness, where the ransomed of the 
Lord were to walk, spotless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners; which no ravenous 
beast should enter; where even a fool. 
should not err. Would I walk there? I 
saw there was but one way, —a sinless 
| path. Where in the Bible was the license 
Hi | given to sin? How broad the assertion 
i= of Christ, “Whosoever he be of you that 


ete. Ah, well, the Bible would not sus- | 


forsaketh not all that he hath, he can not 
be my disciple.” I forsook all, and Jesus 
smiled. Hallelujah! 

But there was another lesson for me yet 
to learn. 

While working upon garments for my 
sisters, the ever-present question came, 
“am I doing this to the glory of God ?” 
In vain | said that I was making them as 
was desired ; that I was working for others, 
not for myself. I could not go forward 
until I felt assured that it was right for me 
to do so; and walked backward and for- 
ward in some agitation, hardly knowing | 
what course to pursue. Thoughts of the 
sreat disappointment it would be to my 
sisters not to find the work done as was ex- 
pected, when all the material necessary to 
make it “just right” was before me, 
strongly inclined me to lay aside my scru- 
ples; but the desire I had to glorify God 
in all my ways kept me still from doing 
so. For quite a while I walked the cham- 
ber, where I was at work alone. «Then, 
knowing that I must quickly decide, I took 
up the Bible, which lay upon the bureau, 
and opened upon —‘Whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord and not unto 
men.” It was the word of God,and plain 
enough; but you will be shocked to learn 
that I still thought of my sisters, who were 
going away to school, and who wanted 
their clothes made as other girls wore 
them. Dear reader, “ When that practiced 
foe draws near to parley, or to strike, oh! 
hold no truce; better stand, and all his 
phalanx dare, than trust his specious lie.” 
If I had stood, and dared him to his face, 
or said with Jesus, ‘* Get thee behind me, 
Satan,” I had not fallen so; but when I 
reasoned with him, he caused me greatly 
to tempt God, but did not, in the end, 
quite lead my soul away. I opened the 
Bible again upon these words of Jesus: 
‘‘ He that is of God heareth God’s words; 
ye, therefore, hear them not, because ye 
are not of God,” and I hid my face in my 
hands, and cried out in the bitterness 


of my soul. — 
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I have written at length, but I have not 
written ali my experience upon this sub- 
ject. I am satisfied that flesh and blood 
hath not taught me these things, but the 
Spirit of the living God.» With triumph I 
can sing, “ The world is overcome, through 
the blood of the Lamb.” | 

“ But do you not like to see flowers ?” 
saysone. “QO, yes. Ithank God forthe 
lovely flowers. He hath. made all things 
beautiful, — praise his name !— gold to 
enrich the cheerless earth; pearls, to 
gleam in its dark caverns; flowers, to 
bloom in beauty upon its bosom; shrub 
and tree, to adorn its surface, — but what 
shall adorn the image of God ” 

Oh! print this; publish it to the world. 
For while the church, the Lamb’s bride, 
decks herself and flaunts in ornaments 
given her by her lover’s inveterate foe, 
thus provoking her Lord to jealousy, 
there are few who say unto her, “* Why 


doest thou so wickedly ? ” 
Warren, I’a. 


[Original.] 


“THIS VIEW”—OF CHRIST. 


BY A PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER. 


Sucn was the name a holy man had 
for the unspeakable blessings the Lord 
had bestowed upon his soul, in the pos- 
session and enjoyment of which he lived 
for many years, and in which he died tri- 
umphantly. ‘That dear saint of God loved 
his Saviour, “ Precious Christ,” he was 
accustomed to style him, while out of the 
abundance of a heart overflowing with 
love and joy, he would delightfully com- 
mend salvation by grace, through faith 
in Jesus, his eye apparently ever mois- 
-tened, and his face radiant from the glo- 
ry and fullness of Christ within. I think 
of him with new and deeper gratitude 
at every recollection. .For the glory of 
Jesus, and in thanksgiving for what I 
owe to him, under God, as the beloved 
instrument, used by the Holy Spirit, in 
first showing me some glimpses of the 


freeness and fullness of Jesus, as my wis-. 


dom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption, —I will tell how the Lord 
led that dear man of God to perfect love 
which casteth out all fear, —* This View.” 

Dear saint, he met many opposers, and 
was almost alone in its enjoyment and 
defence, but it was evidently a ‘ view” 
of Jesus, that filled him day and night 
with joy and peace. He, Ephraim Wil- 


liams,-was early and carefully instructed — 


in the Word of God, and at the time of 
which we speak, had been many years 
a member of the Presbyterian church. 
In his life and conduct, all appeared 
well, none of his friends, brethren, or 
minister could see any cause for the con- 
victions. of ,unholiness, deep melancholy, 
and dreadful distress, which he felt, and 
afterwards -said he often feared might 
end in loss of reason, or in suicide. But 
the Lord had mercy on him. An aged 
brother, to whom he mentioned his spir- 
itual sorrows, gave him “ Marshall’s Gos- 
pel Mystery of Sanctification.” Mr. 
Williams read the book, and soon re- 
turned it. The old man asked him if it 
had led him to peace? Ile replied that 
it had not. Lis friend then said, You 
do not understand it, and you must take 
it back, and give it another perusal. 


Being urged, he very hopelessly consent- - 


ed to take the book and seek anew for 
the promised, but not expected, gift. 

Ilis struggles tosave himself were now 
to have an end; and years of darkness 
and sorrow were to give place to years 
of light and gladness. The days of his 
mourning were ended. The Lord turned 
for him his mourning into dancing, put 
off his. sackcloth and girded him with 
gladness, to the end his glory night sing 
praise to the Lord and not be silent. 

He was riding along slowly in his wag- 
on, reading with such longing and inten- 
sity of soul as David felt when he says, 
‘“My soul breaketh for the longing it 
hath unto thy judgments at all times.” 
While reading Marshall’s remarks under 


“Direction 10th. That we may by gos- 
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pel comforts, perform duties of the law, 
we must get assurance in that very faith | 
whereby we receive Christ.” The Holy 
Spirit in an instant came as a flood 
of light upon his soul, showing him the 
fullness and the perfect freeness of sal- 
vation in Christ, and that it is received 
just now, “just as I am,” by simple ap- 
propriating faith, based upon the testi-| 
mony of God, without any reference to 
feelings or emotions within a man’s own 
heart as an additional ground. 
He believed at once; his tempest- 
tossed, uncomforted soul was at rest, not 
only had he peace, but he was filled with 
joy. He stopped his horses, got out of 
his wagon, and upon his knees by the 
roadside he vented his praises and thanks- 
givings to God. “ He walked with God, 

~and had the testimony that he pleased 
God.” 

Having heard of Mr. Williams, of his 
assured faith, happy experiences, and 
readiness to converse with any he might 
meet upon the glorious gospel of Christ, 
and being providentially in his place of 
residence, I stopped, introduced myself, 
and spent a night at his house. 

It appeared to me that for the first 
time I had met a Christian of the prim- 
itive stamp, living in the experiences of 
the Word of God. My soul was filled 
with joy, and I eagerly embraced the 
free and full salvation. 

When I retired that night, I seemed to 
be in anew world. ‘The name of the 
chamber was peace.” 

Occasionally, for fifteen years, I 
grasped that sweet peace, but it was al- 
ways short-lived. Thank the Lord for 
brother Guinness’s earnest preaching, 
the removal of a dear child to heaven, 
‘‘Boardman’s Higher Christian Life,” 
and the precious meetings of dear saints 
at Dr. Palmer’s,—these are the means 
by which I have found full and perma- 
nent peace in Jesus. I..L. F. 

New York, April, 1861, 


From the London Athenzum. 


LOSSES. 


Upon the white sea sand 

There sat a pilgrim band, 

Telling the losses that their lives had known, 
While evening waned away 
From breezy cliff and bay, 

And the strong tide went out with weary moan. 


One spake withrquivering lip, 
Of a fair freighted ship, 
With all his household to the deep gone down; 
But one had a wilder woe, 
For a fair face, long ago 
Lost in the darker depths of a great town. 


Some mourned their day of youth 
7 With a most loving truth, 
For its brave hopes and memories ever green, 
And the one upon the west 
Turned an eye that could not rest 
For far-off hills whereon itsjoys had been. 


Some talked of vanished gold, 
Some of proud honors told, 
And some of friends that were their trust no more; 
And one of a green grave 
Beside a foreign wave, 


That made him sit so lonely on the shore. 


But when their tales were done, 
There spoke among them one, 
A stranger, seeming from all sorrow free,— 
‘* Sad losses have ye met, 
But mine is heavier yet, 
For a believing heart has gone from me.” 


Alas!’ these pilgrims said, 
“For the living and the dead, 
For fortune’s cruelty, for love's sure cross, 
For the wrecks of land and sea, 
But, however it came to thee, 
Thine, stranger, is life’s last and heaviest loss.” 


TonGuE-VickE.—‘“ It is, indeed, a 
striking instance of our natural self- 
deception, that persons who would quite 
shrink from the idea of committing most 
of the crimes which are condemned in 
the Word of God, think little of the vices 
of the tongue. But any one who is duly 
jealous of himself wiil always watch most 
carefully against the sins which are the 
least unpopular in his own circle, and 
certainly the great. evil of what is called 
the religious world is chaiteration.”— Wil- 
ber force. 
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WORDS OF CONSOLATION. 


BY E. M. P. 


“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it 
you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
name ; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.”’ — John xvi. 28, 24. 

Waar blessed promises for us to cling 
to, coming as they do from the lips of our 
Redeemer shortly before he gave himself 
to die for the sins of the whole world; 
when his bosom was filled with love and 
anxiety for those few weak followers whom 
he was about to leave alone to buffet with 
the world, with all the persecutions of 
wicked men, and the temptations of their 
adversary the devil. Alone? No, not 
_ alone, for he saith, “ I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you forever.” Who 
is this Comforter ? Jesus tells them. John 
xiv. 26. 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” ‘The 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God, 
the Triune Deity, the Spirit. of our God 
and Saviour to comfort us amidst the 
trials and temptations of this life. Oh, 
the precious proinises that are given unto 
us! Why do we go with downcast eyes 
because our Father hath seen fit to send 
affliction upon us? He does not willingly 
afflict his own, if we can look unto him 
and say, “ Though thou should’st slay me 
yet will I trust in thee.” God loves and 
sympathizes with us; he pities in all our 
troubles; and if we can only lift our tear- 
ful eyes to him, saying, “ O Lord, my hope 


is in thee,” he will never leave us com- | 


fortless; — for does he not close his ad- 
dress to his disciplesin John xvi. thus: 
‘‘ These things have I spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
Although we may be called to pass through 


“The Comforter, which is the. 


the furnace of affliction, the world look 
coldly upon us, our dearest friends forsake, 
and Satan assail with all his hellish arts; 
yet we have one Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother; one who will never 
forsake ; and there is peace for us; yes, 
peace that the world can not give or take 
away. 

Then why do we not trust in this friend 
more, love him more, and strive to do all 
that is in our power to promote his cause, 
to bring others to this fountain for sin and 
uncleanness? Let us search our own 
hearts, and see to it that we are not 
idlers in our Lord’s vineyard. 

Ilow these promises of Jesus have com- 
forted my soul while in ailliction. I have 
found every word to be yea and amen, 
when I believe. Let us, then, when we 
approach the mercy-seat, take one of the 


promises given us in his Word, and rest 


assured, if we ask in faith, we will receive ; 
tell our God, whose ear is ever open to 
our cry, that he hath promised, and, like 
Jacob, we must and will prevail. Oh, for 
more faith, — simple, childlike confidence, 
— that we may enter into the rest that is 
prepared for the children of God. 


“ Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone.”’ 


When the soul can cast all its care on 
God, how calm it becomes ; when we think 
of the shortness of our earthly pilgrimage, 


and of the happiness that is in store for us 


at God’s right hand if we are only faithful, 
the veil seems to be lifted from before our 
spirit’s eye, and a glimpse is caught of the 
light and glory of that “ better land,”— of 


those who have been released from earth, 


and are basking in the sunshine of God’s 
presence. With harps of gold in their 
hands, they sweep the chords, and sing 
that new song of Moses and the Lamb, — 
yes, when we have shaken off this mortal 
coil, when life’s journey is ended, we will 
sing a song that angels can not. Glory to 
the Lamb! we will vie with the glorified 
ones in shouting the praises of Jesus, the 


Crucified, the Man of Sorrows, our Re- 
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deemer and Saviour. Then, let all who 
have tasted of his love, “ press forward,” 
keeping the prize of their high calling 


continually in view. 
Erin Village, C. W., Aug. 20, 1861. 


JOY OF COMMUNION WITH 
GOD. 


Ar times, God is pleased to admit his 
children to nearer approaches, and more 
intimate decrees of fellowship with himself 
and his Son, Jesus Christ. He sends down 
the Spirit of adoption into their hearts, 
whereby they are enabled to cry Abba, 
Father; and to feel those lively affections 
of love, joy, trast, hope, reverence, and 
dependence, which it is at once their duty 
and their happiness to exercise toward 


their Father in heaven. By the influences | 


of the same Spirit, he shines into their 
minds, to give them the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jesus Christ; causes his glory to pass be- 
fore them, and makes them, in some mea- 
sure, to understand the perfections of his 
nature. He also reveals to them the un- 
utterable, inconceivable, unheard-of things 
which he has prepared for those who love 
him; applies to them his exceeding great 
and precious promises; makes them to 
know that great love wherewith he has 
loved them, and thus causes them to re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Ie shines in upon their souls with 
the dazzling, melting, overpowering beams 
of grace and mercy proceeding from the 
Sun of righteousness, gives them to know 
the heiglits and the depths, the lengths 
and the breadths, of the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, and fills them 
with all the fullness of God. The Chris- 


tian, in these bright, enraptured moments, 
while thus basking in beams of celestial 


light and splendor, forgets himself, forgets 
his existence, and is wholly absorbed in 
the ravishing, the ecstatic contemplation 
of uncreated beauty and loveliness. He 
endeavors to plunge himself into the 


boundless ocean of divine glory which 
opens to his view, and longs to be wholly 
swallowed up and lost in God. [His whole 
soul goes forth in one intense flame of 
gratitude, admiration, love, and desire. 
He contemplates, he wonders, he admires, 
he loves, and adores. His soul dilates it- 
self beyond its ordinary capacity, and ex- 
pands to receive the flood of happiness 
which overwhelms it. All its desires are 
satisfied. It no longer inquires who will 
show us any good, but returns unto its 
rest, because the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
fully with it. The scanty, noisy, thirst- 
producing streams of worldly delight only 
increase the feverish desires of the soul; 
but the tide of joy which flows.in upon 
the Christian, is silent, deep, full, and sat- 
isfying. All the powers and faculties of 
his mind are lost, absorbed, and swallowed 
up in the contemplation of infinite glory. 
With an energy and activity unknown be- 
fore, he roams and ranges through the 
ocean of light and love, where he can 
neither find a bottom nor a shore. No 
language can utter his feelings; but, with 
an emphasis, a meaning, an expression, 
which God alone could excite, and which 
he alone can understand, he breathes out 
the ardent emotions of his soul in broken 
words, while he exclaims, My Father, 
and my God. —‘Payson. 


Pusiic Worsuip. — Wilberforce 
fused to go a few miles to hear Robert 
Hall, though he greatly admired him, for 
he thought, “in attending public worship 
we are not to be edified by talent, but by 
the Holy Spirit, and therefore we ought to 
look beyond the human agent.” 


HONOR NOT SATISFYING. — “ The 
possession of a throne could never yet 


afford lasting satisfaction to an ambitious 
mind.”— Gibbon. 


PRIVATE PRAYER.—‘“ When we go 


on ill in the closet, we commonly do every- 
where else.” — Dr. Doddridge. 
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THE DEATH-SCENE OF JOHN 
WESLEY. 


Nothing, but that Gop Is wiTH Us.” — 
“ Now we have done all. Let us all go.”— 
And now, with all his remaining strength, 


His death-scene _ = of the most he cries out, “ The best of all is, God is 
peaceful and triumphant in the annals of with us!” And again, lifting his fleshless 


the church. Prayer, praise, and thank- 
fulness were ever on his lips. Many golden 
sentences, worthy to be had in everlasting 


arm in token of victory, and raising his 
failing voice toa pitch of holy triumph, he 


repeats the heart-reviving words, ‘ The | 


remembrance, were uttered during his last) post of all is, God is with us!» A few 


hours. “Our friend a sleepeth.” | minutes before ten o’clock on the morning 
” 
“Hers aru! Hers arn!” “There of the 2d of March, 1791, he slowly and 


no need for more than‘what I said in Bris- 
tol; my words then were — 


*I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me!’ 


“ We have boldness to enter into the ho- 
liest by the blood of Jesus.” — “ That 1s 
the foundation, the only foundation, and 
there is no other.” — ‘*‘ How necessary is 
it for every one to be on the right founda- 
tion!” -—*“ The Lord is with us, the God 
of Jacob is our refuge.” — “ Never mind 
the poor carcass.”—‘“ The clouds drop 
fatness.” — “ He giveth his servants rest.” 
—‘“ He causeth his servants to lie down 
in peace.” —* I'll praise: I'll praise.” — 
“ Lord, thou givest strength to those that 
can speak, and to those that can not. 
Speak, Lord, to all our hearts, and let 
them know that thou loosest the tongue.” 
— “ Jesus! Jesus!” is lips.are wetted, 
and he says his usual grace, “ We thank 
thee, O Lord, for these and all thy mer- 
cies. Bless the church and king; and 
grant us truth and peace, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, for ever and ever.” — 
Those who look out of the windows are 
darkened, and he sees only the shadow of 
his friends around his bed: “ Who are 
these?” ‘“ We are come to rejoice with 
you; you are going to receive your crown.” 
“It is the Lord’s doing,” he calmly replies, 
“and marvelous in our eyes.” will 
' write,” he exclaims, and the materials are 
placed within his reach; but the “ nght 
- hand has forgot her cunning,” and “ the 
pen of the once ready writer” refuses to 
move. ‘Let me write for you, sir,” says 
an attendant. ‘ What would you say ?” 


feebly whispered, * Farewell! farewell!” 
and, literally, “ without a lingering groan,” 
calmly “fell on sleep, having served his 
generation by the will of God.” 


“PRAYING IN TIE 
GHOST.” 


HOLY 


For merely natural work, merely natu- 


ral strength, received and maintained in 


the order of Providence, is suflicient. For 
supernatural work, supernatural strength, 
received and maintained in the order of 
grace, is absolutely necessary. This is 
God’s gift; and as in natural, so in spirit- 
ual life, “in him we live, and move, and 
have our being.”. The Spirit, in an an- 
cient creed, is confessed as “the Giver of 
Life ;” and we live spiritually only while 
he livesin us. By him we first receive 
the divine life, being “ born of the Spirit ;” 
and through him we receive its supplies. 
But as we must take the appointed sus- 
tenance for our natural life, so must we 
seek the supplies for our spiritual life. 


The same Spirit creates the desire for 
this. We hunger an1 thirst after right-— 


eousness. And as we “ust ask, that we 
may receive, so is he espézially the Spirit 
of prayer. By his inward witness to our 
adoption, he enables us to view God as 
our Father, and he incites us to address 
him as such. By him “we cry, Abba, 
Father.” Prayer must be, of course, our 
own act, perceiving and feeling our wants, 
and desiring and asking supply. Thus 
must we pray with the understandinz. 
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~ But to be mightily effectual, prayer must 


be “in the Holy Ghost.” He must move 
within us, giving us to see, causing us to 
feel, our wants, and exciting most earnest 
desires for their supply. It is a great part 
of his work thus to help our infirmities, 
to make intercession within us, to awaken 
desires and feelings too large for language, 
only finding ventin “ groanings which can 
not be uttered.” Thus, and under this 
influence, should prayer be conceived and 
offered. We only thus have communion 
with God, make prayer a real exercise of 
the spiritual life, and “ pour out our heart 
before him.” There is a thinking of 
prayer as formal as a saying of prayer. 
Whatever the method, we only get nigh 
to God in prayer when we are “ praying 
in the Holy Ghost.” We should ask for 
this. We should never grieve the Holy 
Spirit, that we may not lose the power of 
efficacious prayer. We should obey all 
his motions in this respect, and when he 
stirs us up to pray, then pray especially. 
Pray till you feel the praying spirit. Pray 
when you have the praying spirit. A two- 
fold duty is suggested. Pray much, but 
always to pray in the Holy Ghost. Pre- 
serve by watchfulness, self-denial, and 
obedience, prevailing spirituality, and in 
this power pray for yet more. Such prayer 
will be, not cold statement, however cor- 
rect, nor passionate effusion, however fer- 
vent. It will be the soul wrestling with 
God in divine strength; taking hold of 
his promise, and drawing itself up to him. 


_ Oh, carefully heed the object,— to be kept 


in the love of God, looking for Christ’s 
mercy; and the means, Christian edifica- 
tion and prevailing prayer. This is to go 
on conquering and to conquer! — Metho- 
dist Recorder. 


JACOB'S WELL. 


BY REV. J. P. NEWMAN. 


A MILE to the east of Shechem is Jacob’s 
well. Around it are the fragments of an old 
church, and the square vault which once 


covered the well’s mouth has fallen to — 
ruins. It is nine feet in diameter, and 
seventy-five feet deep. The water is 
beautifully clear, and the most delicious 
we ever drank. It was no ordinary privi- 
lege to drink from a patriarchal well, at 
which the sons of Jacob watered their 
father’s flocks; but the spot was more 
sacred, and the privilege more exalted, 
having been sanctified by the presence 
and teachings of Christ. All the facts in 
the inspired narrative touching his con- 
versation with the woman of Samaria, are 
verified by the physical features of the 
scene. 

The well is on the direct road from Je- 
rusalem to Galilee, whither Christ was 
going, and here he rested in the heat of 
the day while his disciples turned up the 
valley of Nablous to the town, some two 
miles distant, tg buy meat; “the well is 
deep,” and he had nothing to draw with, 
and was therefore dependent on the wo- 
man for a drink; directly in front of 
them vose wie sacred Mount Gerizim, to 
which first the woman and ‘then the Sa- 
viour pointed, during the discourse; and 
at his feet lay the rich fields of Mukna, to 
which he referred his disciples as being 
‘‘ white already to the harvest.” The wo- 
man of Samaria is dead; our Lord has 
ascended to heaven ; his disciples, one by 
one, have passed to their reward ; nobler 
wells have superseded that of the Patri- 
archs; Gerizim is a desolation, but the 
words of Christ that first fell from his di- 
vine lips on the soft air of Shechem’s vale, 
and whispered by the winds on Ebal and 
Gerizim, are now heard in all the valleys 
and on ail the mountains of the world. 

Less than half a mile to the north is 
the tomb of Joseph, he who was the dar'l- 
ing son, the wandering shepherd-boy, the 
Hebrew captive, Potiphar’s slave, Ase- 
nath’s betrothed, Pharaoh’s prime minister, 
the preserver of life, the model man, and 
exemplary saint. +The parcel of land, 
which his father bought from Hamor, is 
now the place of his sepulchre, and Mount 
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Ebal is his tombstone. It is one of the 
few shrines in the Holy Land the identity 
of which is undisputed, and the inspired 
account of his burial is too definite to 
admit of a doubt. Though unmarked by 
stately granite or polished marble, it is a 
beautiful coincidence, that a vine, the 
symbol chosen by the dying father to 
represent his son’s prosperity, is now 
growing over his. grave. 
fruitful bough ; even a fruitful bough bya 
well, whose branches run over the wall.” 
— The Methodist. 


THE OLD HERB WOMAN. 


Axtce found her one day resting under 


the cooling shade of a tree outside the 


garden gate. 


“Do you.want something?” asked 
Alice. 


“Yes, dear child,” she answered; “I 


want a new dress.” 

“ A pretty calico?” asked Alice. 

‘“ That will too soon fade,” answered | 
the poor herb woman. 

“ A black woolen?” asked Alice. 

“ That will too soon wear out,” 
she. 

“A silk?” asked Alice. 

“T have nothing. fit to wear with it,” 
answered the herb woman, and Alice 
thought as much. 


“A plain, beautiful plaid?” asked the, 


child. 
“That will too soon go out of fashion,” 
~ answered the herb woman. 
Doyou care much about the fashion 
asked Alice. 
“] want the dress to last me a thousand 
years or mote!” said the old woman. 
“Oh!” exclaimed Alice, drawing back, 


for she half thought the poor woman was | 


crazy, ‘do you expect to live so long ? 
A thousand years is a great, yreat while, 
and you are pretty old now.” 


10 


“Joseph is a 


answered | 


‘*T shall live longer than that,” she said. 

“T will ask mother,” said the Jittle girl, 
much puzzled, “if she knows what dress 
would suit you ; and perhaps she'll buy it 
for you.” 

“ Your mother is not rich enough to buy 
it, dear child,” said the old woman. 

“My father is rich,” said she. 

“ Not rich enough to buy me the dress 
I want,” answered the old woman. 

“ Do you want a dress like a queen ?” 
asked Alice. 

“No; but I want a dress like a King’s 
daughter!” 

a ‘The old herb woman is crazy,” thought 
Alice to herself; “she talks so queer. I 
don’t know biete you will get’ such a 
pares," said she aloud; “ something that 
will never fade, never wear out, never go 
out of fashion.” 

‘And never get soiled or patted, 
added the old herb woman; “wear it 
when and where you may, it will always 
keep white and shining!” 

“Oh?!” was all that Alice could say. 
Then she added, “J should like such a 
“one,. I am sure.’ Could a little girl have 
one? But a little girl would outgrow 
hers.” 


“No,” said the herb woman ; “ the dress 
would let itself out so as.to suit you 
always!” 

The child was lost in wonder. ‘ Wi! 
you please tell me what it is, and where I 
can get one ?” she asked. 


robe of righteousness, which Jesus Christ 
has wrought for you and for me, dear 
child,” said the old woman tenderly. 
‘“ Christ came to take away the poor rags 
of our sins, and to put on us his pure white 
robe, and make us fit to be the children 
of God, the great King, and live in his 
palace for ever. 
dear child ?” 

“ Yes,” answered the child, “I do want 
to be one of God’s children. I always 
wanted to. Will he give me a heavenly 
dress, do you think ?” 


“Tt is the garment of salvation, and the 


Should you not like to, 
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RECOLLECTION. 


BY REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 


RECOLLECTION 1s a dwelling within 
ourselves; being abstracted from the crea- 
ture, and turned toward God. It is both 
outward and inward. Outward recollec- 
tion consists in silence from all idle and 
superfluous words, and a wise disentangle- 
ment from the world; keeping to our own 
business, observing and following the order 
of God for ourselves, and shutting the ear 
against all curious and unprofitable mat- 

ers. » Inward recollection consists in shut- 
ting the door of the senses; in a deep at- 
tention to the presence of God, and in 
sontinual care of entertaining holy thoughts 
for fear of spiritual idleness. Through the 
power of the Spirit, let this recollection 
be steady, evenin the midst of hurrying 
business; let it be calm and peaceable, 
and let it be lasting. Watch and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. To main- 


tain this recollection, beware of entering 


too deeply, and beyond what is necessary, 
into outward things; beware of suffering 
your affections to be entangled by worldly 
vanities, your imagination to amuse itself 
with unprofitable objects, and of indulging 
yourself in the commission of what are 
called small faults. For want of continu- 
ing in a recollected frame all the day, our 
times of prayer are frequently dry and 
useless; imagination prevails, and the 
heart wanders; whereas we easily pass 
from recollection to delightful prayer. 
Without this spirit, there can be no use- 
ful self-denial, nor can we know ourselves ; 
but where it dwells, it makes the soul all 
eye, all ear; traces and discovers sin, re- 
pels its first assaults, or crushes it in its 
earliest risings. But take care here to 
be more taken up with thoughts of God 
than of yourself; and consider how hardly 
recollection is sometimes obtained, and 
how easily it is lost. Use no forced labor 
to .raise.a particular frame ; nor tire, fret, 


nor grow impatient if you have no com- 
fort; but meekly acquiesce, and confess 
yourself unworthy of it; lie prostrate in 
humble submission before God, and pa- 


tiently wait for the smiles of Jesus. May 


the following motives stir you up to the. 
pursuit of recollection :—_ 

1. Without it, God’s voice can not be 
heard in the soul. 2. It is the altar on 
which we must offer up our Isaacs. 3. It © 
is instrumentally a ladder—if I may be 
allowed the expression—to ascend to 
God. 4. By it the soul gets to its cen- 
ter, out of which it cannot rest. 5. 
Man’s soul is the temple of God; recol- 
lection the holy of holies. 6. As the wick- 
ed by recollection find hell in their hearts, 
so faithful souls find heaven. 7. Without 
recollection, all means of grace are use- 
less, or make but a light and transitory 
impression. 

If we would be recollected, we must 
expect to suffer. Sometimes God does 
not speak immediately to the heart; we 
must then continue to listen with a more 
ltumble silence. Sometimes assaults of 
the heart, or of the temper, may follow, 
together with a weariness, and a desire to 
turn the mind to something else ; — here 
we must be patient. By patience un- 
wearied we inherit the promises. Dissi- 
pated souls are severely punished. If any 
man abide not in Christ, he is cast out as 
a branch ; — cast out of the light of God’s 
countenance, and barrenness follows in — 
the use of the means. The world and 
Satan gather and use him for their ser- 
vice. He is cast into the fire of the pas- 
sions, of guilt, of temptation, and perhaps 
of hell. As dissipation always meets its 
punishment, so recollection never fails of 
itsreward. After a patient waiting, comes 
communion with God, and the sweet sense 
of his peace and love. Recollection is a 
castle, an inviolable fortress against the 
world and the devil; it renders all times 
and places alike, and it is the habitation 
where Christ and his bride dwell. 
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THE GUEST. 


“ Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.’’— Rev, iii. 20. 


SPEECHLESS sorrow sat with me; 
I was sighing wearily! 
Lamp and fire were out; the rain 
Wildly heat the window-pane. 
In the dark we heard a knock, 
And a hand was on the lock; 
One in waiting spake to me, 
Saying sweetly: 
‘*T am come to sup with thee!”’ 


All my room was dark and damp; 
‘* Sorrow,” said I, ‘‘ trim the lamp; 
Light the fire, and cheer thy face; 
Set the guest-chair in its place.’’ 
And again I heard the knock: 
In the dark I found the lock — 
‘* Enter, I have turned the key! 
Enter, stranger, 
Who art come to sup with me!” 


Opening wide,the door, he came; 
But I could not speak his name; 
In the guest-chair took his place, 
But I could not see his face; 
When my cheerful fire was beaming, 
When my little lamp was gleaming, 
And the feast was spread for three 

Lo! my Master } 
Was the Guest that supped with me! 

— Harriet M’ Ewen Kimball. 


| [Original.] 
HAPPINESS KNOWN ONLY TO 
Tilk CHRISTIAN. 


BY RUTH. 


Ou wanton wordlings, ye who deeply drink 
From p!easure’s sparkling goblet, ye who love 
The midnight revel and the halls of mirth, 
Who mingle often in the giddy dance 
All crowned with flowers and decked with gor- 
geous gems; 

Or ye, who love the trumpet-voice of fame; 
To whom the praises of your fellow-men 
Are as sweet incense; and ye too who make 
Idols of riches and bow down to gold, 


Ye, nobler ones, whose brows are seamed 


with thought; 
Who love to sit in learning’s lofty halls, 
Who count it all your joy to name the stars, 
To hold bigh converse with the mighty dead, 
To trace the rise of empires and their fall, 
Unfold the leaves of nature's wondrous book, 
To grasp high truths and mysteries to explore, 
But never yet have deemed it worth your while 
The mystery of godliness to ponder. 


| : Ye, dreamers all! and most infatuate fools! 
Apples of dust ye eat and call them sweet; 

On husks ye feed, onempty worthless husks. 

The void you feel in those immortal souls 

You seek to fill with bubbles and with toys. 
Fond dreamers all! I tell you, many a slave 
Poor, naked, weary, scourged, despised of all, 
If he but carry daily in his heart 

The love of Jesus and the hope of heaven, 

A joy may know which ye have never known, 

A joy worth all the universe besides. 

_O what a hope the Christian bosom cheers! 

Most glorious hope of immortality! 

A hope that shall unto his trusting soul 

An anchor prove e’en in that dreadful day 
When heaven and earth in flames shall pass away. 


TRUE LIFE. 


LIFE is ours; ours to enjoy, ours to 
improve. [ow shall we live it truly ? 

We sometimes, in our short-sighted 
way, scan the lives of others, that we may 
determine whose deeds are most worthy 
of imitation; and we involuntarily turn 
to those most known, most applauded by 
mankind, thinking that they alone are 
worthy to be imitated. 

The farmer, by his fireside, reads of 
those who have distinguished themselves 
in various ways. ‘The printed page is laid 
aside, and discontent almost creeps into 
his heart as he thinks of his own life, that 
has never extended its influence beyond 
his native place. Year after year he has 


| patiently sown the seed, and gathered in 


his harvest. Naught has he done beyond 
caring for his own green fields. : 

The mechanic thinks, as he walks slow- 
ly home, “* What is my life worth? If I 
had the talents of him to whom I have 
listened to-day, I might be useful, but I 
am only an humble workman.” 

A lady of wealth and influence passes 
by. A faithful steward has she been of 
the talents God has given her. Her wealth 
has been poured out with no niggard hand, 
and many of the poverty-stricken ones of 
earth rise up and call her blessed. The 
weary mother, from her cottage window, 
sees her as she passes, and sighs as she 
contrasts her own life with hers. As she 
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HOLINESS. 


looks back at the close of each day, she can 
think of no great deeds, no large charities, 
only little duties faithfully performed. 
Now a broken toy mended, then a torn 
garment repaired, and by-and-by, at the 
setting of the sun, prayers listened to from 
lisping tongues just learning the notes of 
praise. Surely her life is not worth much 
to the world. : 

Thus we reason as we look at the sur- 
face of things. Above there reizns a God, 
who sees beyond all this, who searches the 
very thoughts of man. Not he who has 
done the most apparent good, is always 
approved by him. He sees that the sim- 
plest duties of life are often performed 
with a patient trust, and self-denying 
charity not found in those who sit in high 
places. He lives the truest life who most 
patiently, most faithfully labors in the 
sphere to which duty calls him, be it high 
or low. Every department of labor is 
useful, and when God calls his children to 
their home of rest above, his brightest 
jesvels may be gathered from the lowliest 
homes on earih. 


SALVATION AS A FREE GIFT. 


Tue simple style of the following ex- 
tract, which we find in Challen’s Monthly, 
may be suggestive to some of our clerical 
readers, who wish to reach the hearts of 
the people :— | 


I once found myself in company with a 


party of friends in the gallery of a small 
village church, listening to a discourse 
from a colored minister, or rather ex- 
horter. After some preliminary exercises, 
a gray-headed man, evidently quite a pa- 
triarchal personage, arose, and announced 
as his subject, ** The history of Dives and 
Lazarus,” which he proceeded to explain 
and enforce. One illustration he used 
was so full of quaint simplicity, and at the 
same time so adapted to express the idea 
he meant to convey, that it struck me 


forcibly. He was trying to show how a 


sinner should accept the gospel offers of 
salvation. 

“ Suppose,” said he, “ any of you want- 
ed a coat, and should go to a white gentle- 
man to purchase one. Well, he has one 
that exactly fits you, and in all respects is 
just what you need. You ask the price, 
but when told, find you have not enough 
money, and shake your head. 

“ «No, massa, I am too poor, must go 
without,’ and turn away. 

“ But he says, ‘ I know you cannot pay 
me, and I have concluded to give it you; 
will you have it ?’ | 

“What would you do in that case ?— 
stop to hem and haw, and say, ‘ O, he’s 
just laughing at me, he don’t mean it ?’ 
No such thing. There is not one of you 
who would not take the coat and say — 

«Yes, massa, and thank you, too.’ 

“ Now, my dear friends, God’s salvation 
is offered you as freely as that ; why wont 
you take it as freely? You are lost, un- 
done sinners, and feel that you need a 
covering from his wrath. If you would 
keep his holy law blameless, you might 
purchase it by good works; but ah! you 
are all full of sin, and that continually. | 
Prayers and tears are worthless. You are 
poor indeed, and if this is all your de- 
pendence, I don’t wonder that you are 
turning off in despair. But stop, — look 
here, — God speaks now, and offers you 
the perfect robe of Christian righteous- 
ness, that will cover all your sins, and fit 
all your wants, and says that you may 
have it ‘ without money and without price.’ 
QO, brethren, my dear brethren, do take 
God’s word for it, and thankfully accept 
his free gift.” | 

What impression the words had on the 
old man’s colored auditors,I can not tell; 
but as our group left the church, one of 
the ladies remarked to another — 

“What a strange idea that was about 
the coat !” | | 

“My dear friend,” was the reply, “it 
suited my state of mind, rough and un- 
polished as it was, better than all Dr. 
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’s elaborate and eloquent arguments | 
this morning. I am so glad that I came 
here. This is the way I have been de- 
spairingly seeking for years. How simple! 
How plain! Free grace alone! Yes, I 
will take God at his word — | 


“ Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling.” 


LETTER FROM MRS. PALMER. 


BERWICK ON TWEED, ENG. 


Our work here has differed in some 
respects from that in which we have 
usually been engaged. 


The Wesleyan cause here is small;;; 


the church membership twenty-seven. 
The chapel, capable of seating about four 
hundred, was soon found insuflicient to 
accommodate the congregation. As people 
of various denominations were in attend- 
ance, it was proposed that the Exchange 
should be taken. This is a lafge build- 
ing, similar to our New York Exchange, 
and sufficiently commodious. Business’ 
rooms, which might be used as vestries, 
at each corner of the building, suggested 
it as a good battle-ground for an ingather-. 
ing from the hosts of sin, on evangelical 
principles. 
We have reason to believe there has 
been a great amount of conviction. One’ 
evening, when Dr. P. asked that. all the 
anxious inquirers would stay after the ; 
congregation was dismissed, between two 
and three hundred, I think, remained. 
But the people having been wholly un-- 
trained to the habit of making any mani- 
festation of their feelings, and some were_ 
even taught to think it wrong to do $0, 
it has been difficult to bring them out 
largely to an open acknowledgment: | 
but we have reason to know that many 
are feeling deeply. Last evening it was 
estimated that 1,500 were present. The 
four rooms set apart for seekers were all 


«To Jesus.” 


occupied, and many convicted of sin found 


mercy. 

An evening or two ago Rev. Mr. R 
asked me if I would go and see a lady in 
the inquiring-room. She was anxious to 
see me. On inquiring into her case, I 
found she was a Church of England com- 
municant, but she had known nothing of 
the bliss of conscious adoption. She was 
very earnest, lovely, and intelligent; but 
she thought the doctrine of faith exceed- 
ingly. difficult to understand. She was 
trying to explain her difficulties, when I 
interrupted her by saying, You have been 
redeemed unto God at an infinite price, 


and how can it be otherwise than that _ 


God is infinitely willing to receive you 
when you come to him as a sinner trust- 
ing in Jesus the Saviour of sinners ? 
You say you cannot beliere, but there is 
one thing you know. It is this, “ Ye are 
not your own.” Why are you not your 
own? Because vou are bought with a 
price ;.you believe this, do you not ? | 
“Oh, yes!” she earnestly responded, 
“T believe that.” Well, then, if you are 
not your own, to whom do you belong ? 
You really do belicve that, 


of course, and QO, what a happy thought . 


it is, to know that you belong to Jesus, 
and that he is your Saviour, and is now 
remembering you at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. Q, is it not, indeed, 
enough to make an angel happy, and will 
you not praise him for it ? 

“Q, yes!” she exclaimed; and with 
joyful lips she began to magnify the God 


of her salvation. 


Thus she became a happy believer, be- 
fore she was scarcely aware that she was 
believing ; and so sweetly was the love of 
God shed abroad in her heart through the 
Holy Ghost given to her, that she at once 
wanted to show the ardor of her love by 
doing something for Jesus. 


Looking me lovingly in the eyes, she 


exclaimed, “ Can you tell me what I can 


do for Jesus Bes 
Was not this indeed beautiful ? 


| 


| 


_ rapture!” 
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LETTER FROM MRS. PALMER 
TO THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


BARNARD CASTLE, ENG., 
August 9, 1861. 


Dear Brotner Gornam: I am 
most happy to hail you as a sort of trav- 
eling editor and agent for the Guide to 
Holiness. Did I not see an announce- 
ment to this effect two or three months 
since? So I believe, and I pray that in 
its more extensive field thousands may, 
through your instrumentality, be directed 
into the ‘* Way of Holiness.” 

In view of the perilous times upon 
which our nation has fallen, little seems 
worthy of earnest thought other than 
such things as have a direct bearing on 
the interests of the soul, and our coun- 
try’s weal. When we think of the thou- 
sands, who, without a moment’s warning, 
have gone from the field of battle into 
the presence of a holy God, the question 
whether engaged in bloody conflict for 
North or South, is comparatively lost in 
the engrossing questions, was the victim 
prepared to meet God? Had he that 
holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord ? 

I need not tell you that I am most 
deeply and. profoundly interested in the 
question, whether our government shall 
be sustained, and our Union remain un- 
broken. But oh, I can not begin to tell you 


what I feel in beholding the costly sacri- 


fice now being laid on the altar of our 
country’s welfare. Viewing the deadly 
conflict from a distance of three thousand 
miles does not lessen its terrors. But we 
feel that we must not permit our minds 
to dwell on these sad scenes, or it would 


utterly disable us for the work God has 


given us, by way of doing our part in 
preparing deathless spirits for immortal- 
ity and eternal life. | 

Our good Bishop Hamline, writing to 
us years ago, said, “Jesus reigns, and 
this is enough to fill a universe with 


lege of coming to Jesus, the world’s Con- | 
And while “ wars’ and tumults’ 


queror. 


My soul exults in the privi-. 


waves run high,” I hear him saying, “In - 
me ye shall have peace.” O that the 
God of nations would grant our beloved 
country a speedy and favorable issue out 
of her troubles, and suffer no more the 
rod of oppression to rest upon our fair in- 


heritance. | 
You know something of what have 


been my views for many years past, in 


“regard to the period.of the world in 


which we live. My conviction deepens 
that the drama of this world’s history is 
fast winding up. Is not the great tribu- 
lation spoken of by Daniel coming upon 
us ? 

I have no sympathy with those who 
would fix the day or hour of the coming 
of our Lord. But I am free to acknowl- 
edge that during the past twenty-years, 
I have prayerfully been comparing Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, on the subject of our 
Lord’s second coming. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration. The Scriptures on 
this topic are for our instruction in’ right- 
eousness. And because some misguided 
people have erred in opinion and spirit on 
this theme, the prince of this world would 
fain turn aside the attention of sincere 
Christians from iliac scriptural in- 
vestigation. 

Though it is videene “ Of that day and 
hour knoweth no man,” yet our incarnate 
Lord, in answer to the inquiries of his 
disciples, gave certain signs which should 
precede his coming, and said, “ When 
ye shall see all these things come to pass, 
know that it is near, even at the doors.” 
And why did he give these signs, if it 
were not important that we should ob- 
serve them? He reproved those Scribes 
and Pharisees who did not take pains 
to observe the signs of his first coming. 
Had they done so, they might have been 
prepared for its solemn issues. 

Perhaps you may wonder when I say 
that though I have been so long inter- 
ested, I have not studied human authors | 
largely on the subject. But to my mind, | 
there is that which is so emphatic in the 
Scriptures of truth on this solemn, yet 
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glorious theme, that I am amazed Chris- 
tians of the present day do not feel more 
like the early Christians, who would fain 
have hastened the day by their eager 
longings for it. 

They were told that a falling away 
must first come, and the Man of Sin, who 
exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, must be revealed. See 2 Thess. ii. 
1-10. Surely 


“The placue, the noise, the din of war, 
Our Saviour’s swift approach declare, 
And speak his kingdom near ; 
His chariot will not long delay, | 
We hear its rumbling wheels, and say, 
Triumphant, Lord, appear.”’ 


In my searchings on this subject, I 
judge also from analogy, scripturally, 
seven is a perfect number. Seventh day 
is first spoken of as hallowed to the Lord. 
Seventh week, — seventh year, &c. Each 
dispensation has lasted about two thou- 
sand years. First the Antediluvian era, 
then the Mosaic, and ‘now we are hasten- 
ing toward the completion of two thou- 
sand years since the morning of the 
Spirit’s dispensation dawned upon us, of 


which Peter, while speaking as the Spirit. 


gave utterance, said, ** This is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel, And it. 
shall come to pass in the Jast days, saith 
God, [ will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy,” &c. 

Peter, in referring to the solemnity of 
the age in which he lived, says, “* We 
upon whom the ends of the world are 
come.” If the apostles, while writing 
through the direct inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, could refer thus to the point 
of time in which he was living, what 
may we think of that in which we live ? 
Are we not living in the Saturday even- 
ing times? ‘ One day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.” May we not antici- 
pate some wondrous change, as the seven 
_ thousandth year opens upon us? 

And what shall this great change be ? 


As far as the light of Scripture beams 
upon my own mind, I seem to see in the 
dim haze the dawning of millennial glory. 
The coming of him whose right it is to 
reign; the new heavens and new earth; 
the ushering in of the grand Sabbatic 
year; the saint’s jubilee. When those 
who have attained a part in the first 
‘resurrection shall live and reign with 
Christ a thousand years. But I have 
unexpectedly permitted my pen to run 
on in the: contemplation of this glorious 
subject, until I have little room for any- 
thing else. Through grace, I am daily 
enabled to apprehend more fully that to 
live is Christ. And whether I tarry till 
Jesus Comes — 


“Or pass through death triumphant home,” 


it matters but little. Life at the longest 
is but for a moment. ; 3 

I often think of your dear sweet Nellie 
(Mrs. Baldwin). Of few might it be said 
more truly — 


“She sparkled, was exhaled, and went to 
heaven.”’ 

She was a precious offering laid on the 
altar of missions. But not too costly to 
render at the demand of him to whom 
our ‘more than all is due.” We saw the 
interesting obituary in the Advocate; 
but shall we not see something more ex- 
tended in the Guide to Iloliness, or else- 
where ? 

I have a letter on hand of several 
pages, giving a sort of synopsis of our 
journeyings since the time we parted 
with you. I commenced to write it be- 
fore I heard of dear Ilelen’s departure. 
I then paused in the recital, intending to. 
send you a letter more in accordance— 
with our own and your feelings, in view 
of the solemn event, and have not since 
found time to resume the narrative. _ 

We often hear most pleasing accounts 
of the converts from various places we 
have visited. A letter, a short time since 
received, tells us of one who is now 


preaching the gospel. He says that for 


| 
| 
) 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


«7 Bow + 


| 


- 


- 


156 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


months past he has been “ bathing in a 
sea of glory.” He received the blessing 
of holiness a few days after his conver- 
sion. I could speak of scores of young 
men whose experience has been similar 
to the young man just referred to, and 
who are now variously engaged in the 
upbuilding of Christ’s kingdom. 

Two are now studying at the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, preparatory to en- 
tering the ministry in the Established 
Church. As they are young men of 
fervent, enlightened piety, we can not 
but hope they will be mighty through 
the Spirit in pulling down the strong- 
holds of Satan, in a church where spir- 
itual power is greatly needed. 

We are in the neighborhood where the 
Bishop of Durham has resided. He has 


just gone from his princely mansion to the 


world where earthly distinctions are un-| 


known. But he has been a man, if not 
of the primitive apostolic order, yet 
much more nearly so than most of the 
bishops of the Established Church in 
England. Ile was of evangelical prin- 
ciples, and experimentally pious. He 
has been blamed by some of the Church 
hierarchy for his unostentatious habits, 
not generally reading his sermons, and 
not only preaching the gospel to the 
poor, but visiting them as a pastor at 
their houses. He was beloved by many 
of all denominations. Prayers were of- 
fered for his recovery at the Chapel 
where we are laboring, and earnest 
were the pleadings that his life might be 
spared. 

Papers giving an account of our be- 
loved Bishop Janes’s visit to the Wes- 
leyan Conference in Newcastle may 
have already reached you. The good 
bishop gave much satisfaction. We 
have received letters expressive of the 
most grateful, affectionate interest in 
our devoted ‘“ American Bishop,” as he 
is called. One received yesterday says, 
“T saw seveial among the more promi- 
nent on the platform turn and wipe away 


the tear, as they listened to his apostolic 
address.” 

It seems strange that we should have 
been within fifty miles of Newcastle and 
not have seen the bishop. But we stood 
advertised for daily labor here, and could 
not leave. Part of our time during 
Conference has been spent in Darling- 
ton, and the latter part at this town, 
about twelve miles from D. While at 
D., several ministers called, on their way 
to Conference, and remained a day or two. 

Among these was the Rev. Thomas 
Jackson, the Theological Tutor of the 
Wesleyan training school for young 
ministers. Jackson’s Centenary of Meth- 
odism, and several excellent works, are 
the product of his pen. I felt an interest 
in seeing him, as the Dr. Bangs of Meth- 
odism, and was not a little interested in 
hearing that he had expressed a desire 
to see us. We had a most pleasant in- 
terview at the house of our estimable 
friends, the Misses Woodwards, of Dar- 
lington, and never can we forget his 
apostolic and fervent benediction on us 
and our. labors, as he retained our hand 
in his earnest grasp at parting. 

Little did this venerated minister an- 
ticipate the trial awaiting him so soon 
after his arrival at Conference. He is 
now in his seventy-eighth year, and 
after nineteen years’ service as Theolog- 
ical Tutor at the Richmond Institute, 
had just resigned this position of active 
service, amid the thanks, regrets, and 
high encomiums of his ministerial breth- 
ren. Twice he had been elected by his 
brethren to the presidency of the Con- 
ference, and now on his retirement from 
active labor, grateful and enthusiastic 
congratulations had seemingly rekindled 
the vigor of early manhood, and in 
weighty wise words, he called forth the 
alternate tears and smiles of his auditory. 

Searcely had this scene passed, when 
the Rev. Samuel Jackson, brother to 
the Rey. T. Jackson, was called to his 
seat among the glorified in heaven. He 
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had been present at several sittings of 
the Conference, occupying his own place 
as one of the ex-presidents. He was 
seized with paralysis, on Wednesday 
evening, and, gradually sinking, expired 
on Lord’s day evening, in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age, and the fifty-fifth 
year of his ministry. 

How remarkable and suggestive are 
the ordainments of the Head of the 
Church! Who among his brethren but 
must have heard.a voice admonishing to 
faithfulness and diligence. He was taken 


- from his field of battle in the presence 


of his brethren, and his remains followed 


to their last resting-place by his fellow- 


laborers, — the president, ex-presidents, 
and other influential ministers being 
among those who were most promiment 
in his funeral obsequies. 

During our visit to Darlington, of about 
thirty days, the Lord of the harvest visit- 
ed his people in great mercy.. The peo- 
ple came from various parts of the dis- 
trict. Occasionally special trains were 
run, bringing persons from near and re- 
mote towns. It is only common in these 
as in other regions we visit, for persons 
to come from miles distant, seeking either 
pardon or purity, and bringing their 
friends with them. 

The extent of the work can in no wise 
be estimated by the number of names 
gathered upon the church record of any 
particular place. The people flock to 
the altar of prayer irrespective of de- 
nomination or locality. Doubtless not 
less than four hundred were brought to 
Jesus during the season of visitation 
with which Darlington has been favored. 
The names of three hundred and sixty- 
nine were taken. The minister who took 
the secretaryship of the meeting, on 
handing us the number, said he knew 
the number blest exceeded the record 
made, and this we also well knew, as the 
names at some of the services were not 


taken at all, and at other times, in the 


crowded vestry, persons were overlooked. 


But it was cause of thankfulness that we 
had so much of the presence and aid of 
the ministry, the meetings being held at 
the time Conference was progressing, 
and only about fifty miles distant. Some 
very interesting reminiscences of the 
Darlington revival crowd upon my mem- 
ory, but my time will not admit of the 
recital now. 

August 19. It is a little over two 
weeks since we commenced our labors 


in this place (Barnard Castle). The> 


cloud of divine mercy has broken upon 
the people, and over two hundred have 
been blest. We are the guests of I. 
Steele, Esq., who is a lover of holiness, 
and a promoter of every good work. 

Few hail the monthly visits of the 
Guide to Holiness with greater interest 
than this devoted household of faith. 
Our kind host is quite an antiquarian. 
[ have original letters now before me 
which he has harided me for inspection, 
which I am sure would feast your eyes 
and heart. One from Dr. Adam Clarke ; 
another from Joseph Benson, the great 
commentator, also from Henry Moore, 
James McDonald, and others noted in 
Wesleyan literature. 

It is now Saturday. We expect to 
close our labors here on Monday evening. 
A farewell tea-meeting will be given in 
the afternoon, at five o’clock, at which 
it is expected the converts, with scores 
of others, will be present. These gath- 
erings are very interesting. At a place 
where we labored not long ago, a free 
tea-meeting was given, where about 
three hundred who had been blest dur- 
ing the services sat down together to tea. 
Was not this a beautiful way of intro- 
ducing the young converts to the older 
members of the household ? 


The importance of taking the names 


of the newly converted, in order that 
they may at once be given to the watch- 
eare of the church, can not be over esti- 
mated. How emphatic the declaration, 


“Even so, it is not the will of your~ 
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Father, that one of these little ones should 
perish.” If not at once entrusted to the 
care of nursing fathers and mothers, is 
there not danger that they will perish ? 
And if so, where will their blood be 
found? May it not be on the skirts of 
that church to whom that babe in Zion 
was entrusted? I have sometimes feared 
that much blood may be found on some 
church communities who have ‘failed on 
account of not entertaining right views 
of responsibilities in relation to this 
matter. 

That many children should be born to 
Zion, brings solemn and weighty respon- 
sibilities on the church community to 
which they are given. Doubtless God 
in mercy withholds a revival from some 
church communities, because there are 
not a sufficient number of nursing fathers 
and mothers to meet the emergency. 

Barnard Castle is a very ancient little 
town, situated on the bank of the river 
Tees, which divides the county of Dur- 
ham from Yorkshire. Its environs 
abound in beautiful drives and walks. 
Our English friends far outvie their 
American cousins as pedestrians. It is 
only usual for them to walk from two to 
five miles for pleasure. We have had 
several delightful drives.. Here, as in 
other places we have visited, our friends 
are ever kindly urging upon us the means 
and modes which may best promote our 
physical comfort and strength. Though 


_ with the exception of occasional drives, 


we have only gone where our work has 
called us, few, I presume, have had such 
ample opportunties of seeing England 
from length to breadth. 

Here, as when in America, we never 
visit any society or place, only as offi- 
cially and urgently invited. But these 
invitations have taken us to every part 
of England. Our visits, in regard to 
time, have averaged from twenty to 
seldom exceeding this. 
_ Often have we seen from two to three 
hundred saved weekly, and scarcely do 


we remember to have labored at any 
place, however small, but we have seen, 
on the whole, one hundred blest on an 
average each week. 

Calls wholly beyond what we are able 
to meet are ever pressing upon us, and 
yet we feel that we must erelong leave 
England, or not be answerable to oft- 
repeated solicitations which we have 
long desired to meet, particularly to 
Ireland and Wales. We did expect to 
attend a camp-meeting in Ireland, to 
which we have been oflicially invited, 
and in fact it was advertised that we 
were expected to attend. 

As the camp-meeting was advertised 
to be after the American fashion, and — 
the fact of holding a camp-meeting 
among the Wesleyans is very unusual, 
much attention was attracted, and friends 
from a distance have desired to know 
what success crowned the meeting. We 
have received letters from those who 
were most prominent in sustaining the 
meeting, assuring us that the Lord was 
cloriously present, and many recefved 
justifying and others sanctifying grace. 

Rev. Horatio Graves, local brother, 
who has spent several years in America 
in the region of the Troy Conference, 
was very helpful in promoting the inter- 
ests of the meeting. While I write, 
another is being held in the neighbor- 
hood of Portadown, Ireland. | 

August 20. My letter has unexpect- 
edly been delayed. We are just on the 
eve of leaving this place. We had de- 
lightful closing services last night, when 
many were blest. The secretary of the 
meeting informs us that the names of 
three hundred and three have been taken 
of those who have either received free- 
dom or purity. Blessed be the Lord 


God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous > 
works. 
Love to dear Sister G. and each mem- 
ber of your beloved family circle. 
Yours:in Jesus, 
PALMER. 
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TUESDAY meeting. One has said she 
liked to be here ona rainy day,— why, 
she did not tell, but we think if she was 
at the last meeting the storm would have 
been to her content. The rain poured 
down so copiously, and the wind blew so 
fearlessly that we thought few would be 
present; neither men nor women would 
be brave enough to stem the elements in 
their conflict. 

However, a goodly number of brethren 
and sisters composed the little company, 
with God shut in. It was atime when 
we thought, “ How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles.” Those who in their extreme 


humility remain in silence at other times, 
brought forth their sweet experiences of 


perfect love. The laymen do well. in 
their enjoyment of this doctrine. One had 
traversed the earth around, not excepting 
the gold regions of California, to find 
happiness, but the fullness of Christ could 
alone slake his insatiable thirst for bliss. 
When among the mines at one time, he 
took out his hymn book and sung a hymn 


which had an influencé upon his heart: 


never to be forgotten. Now he is at rest 
in the fountain of love,—the cleansing 
blood of Immanuel. 

Mrs. L. spoke of the recent departure 
of Dr. Palmer’s beloved sister, Mrs. Cox. 
“ After a long and painful illness, last 
night, her ransomed spirit fled to its pre- 
pared abode. Years since, a weeping 
penitent, she presented herself at the 
altar. The hymn, “ Arise, my soul, arise,” 
was commenced ; [ whispered, sister Eliza, 
sing, and amid her tears she sang 

“« He ever lives above, 
For me to intercede.” 
When the last verse 
‘¢ My God is reconciled,”’ 
was began, she looked up and said, “ May 
Ising it?” Yes,” I said, “it is true ;” 
and while her lips were using the lan- 
guage of faith, the joy of pardon lighted 
up her happy face, and 


“The Spirit answered to the word, 

_ And (told) her she was born of God.” 

A few years after she attended a camp- 
meeting panting for purity. One evening 
ina meeting she heard her brother, Dr. 
Palmer, say, “ Holiness is loving God with 
all the heart.” She cried out, “ Is that 
all? Is that all? I love God with all 
my heart.” From that time she believed 
that she possessed the blessing of purity. 

All the way through life she kept its 
testimony clear in her experience, and 
was eminently useful to souls. 

When on the brink of the river, and 
her voice had failed, she struggled to 
speak to her sister, but unable to make an 
utterance, she took her sister’s hand, and 
with her forefinger made a * P,” and so 
on, until the word “ /’rccious” was spelt 
was able to help her, 
and said, “ Precious Jesus.” She nodded 
her satisfied assent, and her spirit soon 
left its temporary abode, and she was 
among the choir above, to unite her 


out; then her sister 


pure and poetic soul in the chorus of the 
skies. 

Tuesday in September. Another rainy 
day, the number was small, yet many 
from a distance were present, showing 
how dearly they appreciate this place of 
blessing. Three ministers were in the 
croup, and it was a season to be set 
down in the annals of eternity, when in 
the world of everlasting light and bliss 
we talk of the good things we met by the 
way in passing through the lanes of earth. 

One said she would, till life’s latest day, 
retain the remembrance of this meeting, 
for she had received a deeper indwelling 
in God. The divine presence was clearly 
manifested in reading the Scripture, and 
opening prayers. 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost were 
invited to be our guests, and they truly 
made known their power to refresh and 
bless our spirits: “ Wine on the lees and 
well refined,” might have been the lan- 
guage of every believing soul. 

With the heart man _beliey eth unto 
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